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YSRC govt in neck-deep corruption,   
no end to lawlessness in AP: Nadda 
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @Tirupati

BJP national president JP Nadda 
launched a blistering attack on the 
YSRC government on Satur-
day calling it one of  the most 
corrupt administrations that 
created an atmosphere of  fear 
and promoted lawlessness in 
the state.  

Addressing a public meet-
ing in Tirupati on Saturday on 
the occasion of  nine years of  
the Modi government at the Centre,  
he lashed out at the Jagan govern-
ment, alleging that there is no end to 
its scams. “YSRC is the most corrupt 

party. We have never seen a govern-
ment riddled with corruption to such 
a great extent. Mining scam, sand 
scam, liquor scam, land scam, educa-

tion scam and the economy 
has been converted into an al-
cohol economy,” Nadda said, 
questioning as to which type 
of  a scam is there that did not 
occur in AP till now. He also 
rued that the YSRC left the 
state without a capital. 

While listing out the slew of  
development works taken up by the 
Centre in the state, Nadda exhorted 
the people to give the saffron party a 
chance to govern.� P6

Min faces public wrath over bad road, 
newly-formed JAC threatens protest

K  M a d h u  S u d h a k a r  @Kurnool 

Joint Action Committees 
(JACs) are not new to the State. 
From opposing separate state-
hood to drawing attention to is-
sues concerning employees 
and farmers, several JACs have 
been formed to take up agita-
tions and to meet the demands 
of  respective groups. However, 
in a first-of-its-kind, a JAC has 
been formed demanding repair 
of  a 29km-long road in Aluru, 
Kurnool district. What’s even 
more appalling is Aluru hap-
pens to be the seat of  state la-
bour minister Gummanur 
Jayaram. 

The stretch, which connects 
Adoni to Holagunda, is riddled 
with crater-sized potholes. 
Though it goes through at least 
10 villages, the  giant potholes 
cover the full width of  the 
stretch for as long as the eye 
can see in Naganathihalli, Lin-
gampalle, Vandavagili villages. 
The road has been in a dilapi-
dated condition for the past two 

and a half  months. According 
to the villagers, one cannot 
even dare to ride a two-wheeler 
on the road. 

It may be noted that the gov-
ernment had sanctioned nearly 
`64 crore to improve the condi-
tion of  the road three months 
back. However, the construc-
tion works were stopped just 15 
days after they were com-

menced. Several parts of  the 
stretch were dug up, making 
the condition of  the road even 
worse. This prompted APSRTC 
to cancel its bus services from 
plying on the Adoni-Holagunda 
road. The Holagunda mandal, 
which connects almost 60 per 
cent of  the rural villages, is 
situated on the Andhra Pradesh 
and Karnataka border.� P6

The 29 km-long pothole-ridden road causing huge inconvenience to the people 
residing in rural areas of Holagunda in Kurnool district |  Express

O F F I C I A L  A P A T H Y

Hem   a n t  K u m a r  R o u t  @ Bhubaneswar

The deadly Odisha train tragedy that claimed 
288 lives and left over 920 injured has brought 
to the fore a serious issue of  train journeys not 
covered by insurance unless opted for in on-
line booking of  tickets.

Railway sources said most passengers trav-
elling in trains or the parcels transported by 
them are not insured. Insurance is only avail-
able for passengers booking their tickets on-
line. That, too, is optional.

While Indian Railways Catering and Tour-
ism Corporation (IRCTC) offers passengers 
insurance coverage up to `10 lakh at a premi-
um of  35 paise, no insurance component is in-
volved in tickets purchased or booked at rail-
way counters. Passengers who book tickets at 
railway counters and those travelling in gen-

eral coaches do not have any 
insurance cover.

Over two crore people trav-
el in trains in the country 
daily and if  insurance cover-
age of  passengers is any indi-
cation, at least 50% do not 

have any. Only a little over 50% of  passengers 
getting tickets online opt for travel insurance, 
sources said.

In the context of  Odisha train tragedy, the 
railway has announced ex gratia of  `10 lakh 
in case of  death, `2 lakh for grievous injuries 
and ̀ 50,000 for minor injuries while state gov-
ernments concerned have also declared ex 
gratia and compensation packages up to `5 
lakh for the next of  kin of  the victims.

Those who had booked tickets through 
IRCTC would get additional ̀ 10 lakh for death, 
`10 lakh for permanent disability, ̀ 7.5 lakh for 
partial disability, ̀ 2 lakh for hospital expenses 
on injuries and `10,000 for transportation of  
mortal remains. Most of  the crash victims will 
not get the benefits as they were travelling in 
general coaches, which bore the brunt.

Experts wondered why all passengers are 
not insured. � P7

P r a s a n t a  M a z u m d a r  @ Guwahati

The Centre on Saturday an-
nounced a committee for the 
violence-hit Manipur that will 
facilitate the peace process 
among various ethnic groups 
and initiate dialogue between 
conflicting parties.

The state remained incident-
free on Saturday but given the 
prevailing tense situation, the 
government extended the ban 
on internet till June 15.

The Ministry of  Home Af-
fairs said the peace committee 
would be headed by Governor 
Anusuiya Uikey. Its members 
include Chief  Minister N Biren 
Singh, some ministers, MLAs, 
leaders from political parties, 
former civil servants, educa-
tionists, litterateurs, artists, 
social workers and representa-
tives of  different ethnic groups. 
The committee has been also 
assigned to strengthen social 
cohesiveness, mutual under-
standing and facilitate cordial 
communication among various 
ethnic groups.

The BJP’s go-to man and 
troubleshooter in the North-
east, Assam Chief  Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma, visited 
Manipur on Saturday and met 
his counterpart, cabinet minis-
ters, party leaders and civil so-
ciety organisations.

“For us, peace and stability 
in Manipur are very important. 
I will report whatever discus-
sions I had during the day to 
the Union home minister (Amit 

Shah) for further necessary ac-
tion,” Sarma told reporters.

Sarma, who helped the Cen-
tre in solving various problems 
in the Northeast, said he visited 
Manipur to take the confidence-
building process forward. He 
called it a goodwill visit.

BJP’s Manipur president A 
Sharda Devi said the discus-
sions with Sarma did not in-
volve change of  leadership.

Meanwhile, the Congress 
slammed Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for “betraying 
Manipur”. “@narendramodi ji, 
3rd May 2023 - Violence first 
broke out in Manipur. It took 
almost a month for you to send 
the Union Home Minister to 
the state. 8 days after Home 
Minister’s departure, violence 
continues in Manipur,” Con-
gress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge tweeted.

poland garros
 Poland’s Iga Swiatek kisses the Suzanne Lenglen trophy after her victory against 
Czech Republic’s Karolina Muchova in three sets in the final on Saturday |  AfP |  p13

Less than 50% of 
rail passengers have 
insurance cover

Weapons drop box
As many as 130 weapons 
snatched from security 
forces have been dropped off 
in an anonymous drop box 
set up by BJP legislator from 
Imphal West near his home

Taking 
Charge
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The buses plying 
on the stretch 
underwent 
repairs on a daily 
basis, causing a 
huge burden on 
the transport 
corporation. We 
need a good  
road to run the 
services

Venkata Ramam, 
regional manager, 
Kurnool RTC

Though the 
tender process 
was completed, 
the contractor 
stopped the 
works mid-way. 
We are planning 
to finish the 
repair works on 
priority

Gummanur Jayaram, 
labour minister
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One of the biggest displays of combat prowess, 
also involving 35 aircraft, comes amid a growing 
presence of Chinese forces in the Indian Ocean 

An assurance to India’s regional friends
■  The twin Carrier Battle Group (CBG) operations were held recently in the 

Arabian Sea, the Navy said without divulging the specific date
■  One of the aims of the operation was to demonstrate to India’s friends in 

the region that the Navy is capable of supporting the collective security 
needs amid a growing threat posed by an increasingly assertive China

First exercise involving the two warships 
The Navy’s aircraft carriers — INS Vikramaditya and INS Vikrant — served as 
floating airfields for aircraft, including MiG-29K, and helicopters including 
MH60R and Kamov. It’s the first exercise involving the two of them and their 
seamless integration with the rest of the forces will allow India to safeguard 
its interests in the Indo-Pacific and beyond, the Navy said 

Navy conducts mega operation  
involving both aircraft carriers CBG

carrier battle group is a mega naval 
fleet comprising an aircraft carrier

It’s official, Supriya is Sharad Pawar legatee
S u d h i r  S u r y a w a n s h i  @ Mumbai

NCP chief  Sharad Pawar on 
Saturday sought to settle the 
legacy issue within his family 
by appointing his daughter and 
Baramati MP Supriya Sule as 
the party’s working president.

At an event to celebrate the 
25th anniversary of  the NCP in 
Delhi, Sharad Pawar an-
nounced the appointment of  
two working presidents — Su-
priya Sule and Praful Patel.

Supriya got the responsibili-
ty of  managing electorally im-
portant states like Maharash-
tra, Haryana and Punjab to 

Supriya while Patel was given 
charge of  states where NCP is 
weak, like Madhya Pradesh, 
Gujarat and Jharkhand.

Sunil Tatkare has been ap-
pointed party general secretary. 
Sharad Pawar’s nephew Ajit 

Pawar, who was angling for 
some big responsibility, has 
been left high and dry. Both 
Praful Patel and Tatkare are 
close to Ajit. “The suggestion 
was made by him (Ajit). So, 
where is the question of  him 
being happy or unhappy,” Shar-
ad Pawar told reporters.

“The NCP chief  tried strike a 
balance between the two fac-
tions in the party by giving 
them equal opportunity,” a po-
litical observer said.

The Maratha strongman will 
now groom Supriya in national 
politics. She will represent 
Sharad Pawar at Opposition 

meetings ahead of  the 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections.

It’s up to Supriya to prove her 
leadership skills by making the 
party do well in in 2024 Lok 
Sabha elections besides Assem-
bly polls in Maharashtra and 
Haryana. If  party does well in 
these elections, it will cement 
her leadership position.

“Supriya’s speeches in Lok 
Sabha shows her ideological 
commitment while Ajit is an 
opportunist. With Pawar senior 
appointing his daughter as 
working president, the confu-
sion over his political heir has 
been cleared,” an analyst said.

Supriya Sule Praful Patel

Manipur peace 
panel formed
Assam CM visits state for troubleshooting
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E x p r e s s  r e a d

SRM University organises  
industry-academia dialogue
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Vijayawada

An industry-academia dia-
logue with an objective to re-
vamping curricula for achiev-
i n g  w a s  h e l d  a t  S R M 
U n ive r s i t y - A P  h e r e  o n 
Saturday.

The conclave considered the 
guidelines of  the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) set forth 
and discussed the need to re-
vamp the curricula to adapt the 
varsity’s educational pro-
grammes accordingly. 

MD of  Sagarmala Develop-
ment Company Ltd, Dilip 
Gupta and MD of  Andhra 
Pradesh Skill Development 
Corporation (APSDC) V Vinod 
Kumar were the guests of  
honour. 

UBI organises 
mega outreach 
campaign
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Guntur

Union Bank of  India (UBI) Re-
gional Office in Guntur con-
ducted mega outreach cam-
paign at the Capital Hotel in 
Brindavan Gardens here in the 
city. The meeting was attended 
by around 100 customers and 
prospective customers of  local 
branches of  Guntur region. 
Bank officials discussed and 
demonstrated features of  their 
CASA, retail, agriculture, 
MSME, and digital products to 
the participants. 

The meeting was chaired by 
General Manager of  Central 
Office in Mumbai, Vikas Ku-
mar and others spoke on the 
occasion. 

Nursery kid etches his name 
in India Book of Records
S  N a g a r a j a  R a o  @ Kadapa

five-year-old nursery 
boy Katterpalli Aa-
rush Reddy has etched 
his name in the pres-
tigious India Book of  
Records. The wonder 
kid from Manyamvar-

ipalle of  Atluru mandal in Ka-
dapa district achieved the rare 
feat by reciting 52 car logos, 
flags of  45 countries, names of  
12 insects, eight sea animals, 30 
community helpers, 14 parts of  
the body, 23 fruits, 15 freedom 
fighters, seven wonders of  the 
world and the names of  eight 

planets, seven continents, 15 
national symbols, capitals of  28 
Indian states and eight UTs.

Aarush parents, Nagarajuna 
Reddy and P Mounika, have 
completed their masters in 
technology. While Nagarjuna 
Reddy has been working as a 
Railway contractor and Mouni-
ka is a housewife, their motiva-
tion has imbibed the kid with 
the habit of  reading books. 

Shooting a video of  their kid 
reciting the list of  names, Aa-
rush parents sent the same to 
India Book of  Records last year, 
after which they sent an appre-
ciation letter to Aarush Reddy.

Young entrepreneurs on their way 
to revolutionise space technology 
Brainchild of Vizag researchers, ‘Taramandal’ to design and develop indigenous satellites

G  J a n a r d h a n a  R a o 
@ Visakhapatnam

n idea struck during 
Covid-19 pandemic 
has reached a tangi-
ble shape owing to 
sustained efforts in 
space research and 
technology by a group 

of  Vizag youth led by their 
mentor and Head of  the Depart-
ment of  electrical department 
of  Andhra University. Their 
dream to make low-cost satel-
lites will be realised soon as 
their model is nearing comple-
tion and its prototype will be 
ready in another six months. 

The youths from different 
branches of  engineering 
stream, who are alumni of  
Andhra University, joined forc-
es to form the first start-up ‘Ta-
ramandal’ in space technology 
in the State, incubated at A-
Hub Incubation Centre in And-
hra University. Naming their 
low cost satellite model as 
‘Tarasat’, the team is now de-
veloping a sub-system for the 
satellite, ‘Taracon’.

The startup has been co-
founded by Vineel Judson, D 
Rajesh, M Gautam, T Neelakan-
tasewarareddy and N Rama 

Jaya Lakshmi who have exten-
sive experience in formulation, 
planning, designing, execution 
and validation of  various kinds 
of  advanced technological con-
cepts transformed into prod-
ucts to compete with those 
counterparts globally.

Taramandal has been recog-
nised by various organisations 
such as In-Space, ISRO, Aus-
tralian Space Agency (ASA), 
Taiwan Space agency (TASA), 
Satcom Industry Association 
India (SIA-India) and Indian 
Space Association (ISpA), for 
its critical innovative space 
technologies.

Stating that the vast majority 

of  spacecrafts in the past have 
suffered some degree of  per-
formance degradation and 32 
per cent of  deployment anoma-
lies resulting in substantial 
reduction of  spacecraft 
performance capabili-
ties, team leader A 
Vineel Judson told 
TNIE that the strat-up 
focuses on developing 
and achieving sustaina-
ble satellites and its sub-sys-
tems, which may self-deorbit 
after end of  its service period 
and can address the issue of  
space debris and other critical 
technological complications.

“Taramandal orients its re-

search resources to identify-
for mulate-design-develop 
needy technologies to strength-
en the industrial houses of  the 
nation in terms of  technology, 
economy and ease of  making. 
Indigenous design and develop-
ment are the major priorities 
in order to reduce reliance on 
foreign suppliers. Our vision at 
Taramandal is to have a clear 
orbit with a sustainable envi-
ronment for satellites where all 
space assets are either reused 
or deorbited. This vision of  
ours will help private industry, 
research and public Institu-
tions to flourish,” he said.

P Mallikrajuna Rao, HoD of  
Electrical Engineering and also 
the mentor of  the group, said 

when he met the team dur-
ing covid pandemic, he 

saw a strong urge 
among the five mem-
bers to make headway 
in achieving their 

dream project. 
“The group members 

from different wings such as 
mechanical, systems integra-
tion, embedded programming 
and simulation formed into a 
group and since then they are 
not looking back,” the HoD 
recalled.

NRI teen bears educational expenditure of  student in India
K  K a l y a n  K r i s h n a  K u m a r 
@ Vijayawada

n a mission to em-
power underprivi-
leged girls through 
education, a 16-year-
old Greeshma Davu 
living in Washington 
DC suburb, United 

States has been supporting the 
deserving students with the 
help of  her family by providing 
financial assistance for their 
education.

Recognising the talent of  
Monika Chandolu, a resident 
of  Movva village in Krishna 

district, Greeshma has been 
supporting Monika in pursu-
ing engineering education 
through Tata’s Palleseva or-
ganisation situated in Kaza vil-
lage in the same mandal. With 
the unconditional support, 
Monika has excelled in her 
studies, achieving an impres-
sive percentage of  95.4 in her 
12th grade and qualified for 
JEE Mains exam. She is confi-
dent that she would clear JEE 
advanced exam and get admis-
sion in top institute.

Apart from this, balancing 
her academics and sports life, 
the young soul is also engaged 

in serving the needy through 
her non-profit organisation, 
‘Care 4 Needy’, helping both In-
d i a n  a n d  A m e r i c a n 
communities.

Established in January 2022, 
the organisation was the brain-
child of  Greeshma’s mother 
and founder Srilatha Tata and 
maternal uncle Pavan Kumar 
Tata. The organisation co-
founders were Greeshma her-
self  and her uncle Anil Kumar 
Tata.

At this very young age, 
Greeshma has been providing 
financial aid to Monika out of  
her own pocket, which she 

earned by working at Kumon 
learning centres, as well as  
working as an intern in Univer-
sity of  Virginia Neuro Science 
Lab.

The idea of  supporting the 
underprivileged by providing 
education was conceived when 
she visited India, where she 
witnessed heart wrenching 
scenes of  women facing chal-
l e n g e s  d u e  t o  l a c k  o f  
education.

Equally proving her mettle 
in academics by securing sixth 
position in State Technology 
Student association of  TSA 
conference, Greeshma also has 

a keen interest in sports and 
was recently selected for Jun-
ior Varsity Volleyball team in 
Rockridge High School, where 
she was studying. 

Aiming to distribute sani-
tary napkins to women and 
teenagers in rural areas, she 
has already raised $20,000 funds 
for the cause.

“Working at the National In-
stitute of  Health to support 
those suffering from lupus dis-
ease, Greeshma achieved rec-
ognition in the State Technol-
ogy Student Association. Wth 
the guidance of  her mentors 
Ravi Davu and Dr Prakash 

Bethapudi,  she also published 
research on brain tumour iden-
tification,” said Greeshma’s 
mother expressing her joy.

Speaking to TNIE, Greeshma 
said, “During a visit to my 
grandparents hometown in In-
dia, I have learned about the 
dire consequences of  inade-
quate education. Witnessing 
the lack of  access to basic 
rights for women, I became mo-
tivated to make a difference 
through charity.” Her commit-
ment to education and charity 
serves as a beacon of  hope for 
underprivileged girls, foster-
ing a brighter future for them.

A Kavali IRCS blood bank, a boon for 
patients in medical emergencies
D  S u r en  d r a  K u m a r  @ Nellore

he Kavali branch of  
Indian Red Cross So-
ciety (IRCS) has stood 
first in the State for 
the past six consecu-
tive years in both col-
lection of  blood and 

distribution in the category of  
non-municipal corporation 
areas. 

The Kavali unit was estab-
lished in 2011 with a staff  
strength of  12. Kanumarlapu-
di Koteswara Rao, Dr CLN 
Reddy, former MLA Magunta 
Parvathamma and others had 
liberally donated funds for set-
ting up of  the blood bank. It 
has regular donors from rural 
areas, which include Kaligiri, 
Jaladanki, Vinjamur, Udaya-
giri, Kondapuram and Bogole 
mandals. Doctors in Kavali 
and surrounding areas used to 
extend their services voluntar-
ily in conducting blood dona-
tion camps regularly. 

The branch gets 300 to 350 
units of  blood per month on an 
average. It sells a unit of  blood  
at `1,050 to the general public, 
besides providing 30% of  the 
stock to the poor and needy pa-
tients on a regular basis. It has 
also tied up with several or-
ganisations across the country 
to provide blood to the needy 
in medical emergencies. It has 
WhatsApp groups and website 
to promote blood donation in a 
big way. 

The blood bank is also run-
ning a dedicated unit for tha-
lassemia patients. It has taken 
up construction of  a separate 

building at a cost of  `50 lakh 
for them. The unit has got a li-
cence for collection of  blood 
components recently. It has 
dedicated volunteers to moti-
vate people in rural areas to 
donate blood, the elixir of  
life. 

Due to the motivation cam-
paign, there are instances 
when the entire family came 

forward to donate blood on 
birthdays and other special oc-
casions of  the kin. During the 
Covid-19 pandemic, 93 volun-
teers of  the Kavali IRCS moti-
vated people in rural areas in 

a big way to donate blood. Be-
sides its proactive approach in 
collection and distribution of  
blood, the IRCS Kavali branch 
is also organising social serv-
ice activities. It offers dry 
fruits to thalassemia patients 
every month.    

Dakarapu Ravi Prakash, an 
RTC employee-turned-social 
activist, acted as honorary sec-
retary of  the blood bank up to 
2015. 

Now, he is serving as honor-
ary chairman of  the IRCS-
Kavali branch. Not only Ravi 
Prakash, his family members, 
including his wife and two 
sons, are also non-remunerat-
ed blood donors.

“The IRCS-Kavali branch 
has been providing blood to 
both rural and urban people in 
medical emergencies, besides 
organising several social serv-
ice activities. The unit is set to 
collect blood components to 
help more needy patients,” 
said Ravi Prakash, explaining 
its achievements.

The IRCS-Kavali branch has been 
providing blood to both rural and 

urban people in medical 
emergencies, besides organising 

several social service activities

Dakarapu Ravi Prakash, IRCS Kavali  
branch chairman

Be
Inspired

Parents should recognise the hidden talent of 
their children and encourage them to achieve 
success in their life. This builds confidence 
among them —Nagarajuna Reddy, Arush’s father
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The Taramandal startup team along with their  mentor |  EXPRESS

2 separate murders reported in Guntur
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Guntur

Two murders were reported 
on the same day in separate in-
cidents in Guntur. According to 
the police, a 43-year-old woman 
was found dead at her resi-
dence on Friday. The deceased, 

Bharati Bhai, who had been liv-
ing with her son in Nallacheru-
vu. She was allegedly involved 
in an illicit relationship after 
she separated from her hus-
band. On Friday, her son found 
her stabbed to death at her 
home. In another incident, 

Venkatesh (23), from Naidupet 
got into a dispute with his 
friends, while they were con-
suming alcohol. Enraged by 
him, his friends Ramesh, 
Karthik, and Munaf  stabbed 
him to death in inebriated 
state. 

Housebreaking offender arrested
Vijayawada:NTR district police arrested a notorious 

housebreaking offender and seized 840 gram of gold 
ornaments and `1.2 lakh cash on Saturday. The 

police said the accused Kona Naga Durga Mohan 
(28) is a resident of RR Pet and committed an 

offence at Adarsh Nagar colony on June 7. “With the 
help of clues from the spot and analysing CCTV 

camera footage, we have arrested him,” said police

621 IFPs set up in 175 govt schools
Guntur: In a first, the state government has 
introduced digital learning in government schools to 
provide an overall learning experience to the 
students, said principal secretary of school education 
Praveen Prakash. He visited the local government 
girl’s high school in Chowtra Centre here on Saturday. 
As part of it, interactive flat panel (IFP) boards  
are being set up in government schools  

Shakambari festivities to be held from July 1 to 3
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Vijayawada

The three-day ‘Shakambari 
Devi’ festivities will be cele-
brated at the Sri Durga 
Malleswara Swamy Varla Dev-
asthanam (SDMSD) atop Indra-
keeladri from July 1 to 3, said 
the temple executive officer 
Darbamulla Brahmaramba. 

Addressing media here at 
temple on Saturday, the EO said 
the three-day annual ritual is 
celebrated in the month of  
Ashada to propitiate the God-
dess Kanaka Durga for abun-
dant rains, good harvest and 
plentiful yield of  vegetables. 

She said elaborate arrange-
ments will be made for the dev-
otees to take part in the festivi-
ties, where the presiding deity 
Kanaka Durga will be decorat-
ed with vegetables and 
fruits and worshipped as 
Sri Shakambari Devi. 
The festival will span 
from Ashadha Shukla 
Paksha Trayodashi to 
Purnima. Not just the 
Sanctum of  Santorum, 
the entire temple will also 
be decorated with varieties of  
vegetables and fruits, she 
added. 

On July 1, the priests will 
perform traditional rituals like 

vigneswara puja, punyavach-
anam, akhanda deeparadhana, 
ankurarpanam, vastu homam, 
and kalasa sthapana. On July 3, 
saptashati and mahavidya reci-

tations, along with homam, 
will be performed from 8 

am. At 4 pm, moola 
mantra havana, man-
dapa puja, harathi, 
mantra pushpam and 
prasada distribution 

will take place. “Special 
prasadam ‘Kadambam’ pre-

pared from vegetables and 
fruits will be given to devo-
tees,” EO Bramarambha said. 

Stating that the interested 
devotees to donate vegetables 

and fruits to the temple, Tem-
ple trust board chairman Kar-
nati Rambabu said devotees 
can present ‘Ashada Saare’ to 
the Goddess Kanaka Durga on 
the occasion of  Ashada month 
as a part of  ritual. 

The officials said around 
5,000 devotees from Telangana 
will offer Golden Bonams to the 
presiding deity on July 14 after 
taking a procession. “Aa group 
of  devotees from Bhagyanagar 
Sri Mahankali Jathara Bonala 
Utsavala Ummadi Devalaya 
Uregimpu Committee from Hy-
derabad will offer ‘bonam’ and 
silk robes to presiding goddess 
on July 14,” said the officials. 
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Almanac today
 Sunday: 11/06/2023  Year: Sri Shobhakruth  Aayanam: Uttarayanam

 Rutuvu: grishma  Masam: Jyeshtha  Paksham: Bahula  Tithi: Ashtami 12.05 pm 
 Nakshatram: Purvabhadra 02.32 pm   Durmuhurtham: 05.02 pm - 05.54 pm 

  Varjyam: 11.51 am - 1.24 pm    Rahukaalam: 04.30 pm - 06.00 pm

vijayawada

Sunrise� 05:34 

Sunset� 18:40 

Moonrise � 00:28 

Moonset� 12:26 

Max

420C
Min

290C
Forecast

Partly sunnyWeather
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 Almost 84.05% of aspirants appeared for the Group-I 
mains examination which concluded on Saturday. The 
APPSC conducted the exams from June 3 to 10 at 11 
venues in 10 Districts of the state

Group 1 
mains 
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67-yr-old killed 
on suspicion  
of black magic
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Srikakulam

A 67-year-old man was alleged-
ly killed on suspicion of  prac-
tising black magic at Mogadala-
padu village under Gara 
mandal in Srikakulam district 
on Friday night. 

The deceased person has 
been identified as Chikati Chin-
na Errayya of  Mogadalapadu 
village. Based on the locals’ in-
formation, Gara police reached 
the spot and collected the 
shreds of  evidence, and shifted 
the body to RIMS hospital, Sri-
kakulam for postmortem.

Police revealed that the uni-
dentified persons allegedly at-
tacked on Chinna Errayya’s 
face with sharp-edged weapons. 
Police said that the murder 
took place while the victim was 
on his way to his village after 
purchasing liquor bottles in 
Gara. 

Suspicion of  the practice of  
black magic might be the rea-
son for Chinna Errayya’s mur-
der, police said.

Case has been registered and 
investigation is on.

Severe heatwave in 50 mandals 
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Visakhapatnam 

Andhra Pradesh was en-
gulfed by an intense heatwave 
on Saturday as temperature 
soared above 40° Celsius in 
many areas across the State. 
The relentless heatwave, ac-
companied by scorching hot 
air, has had a severe impact on 
various regions, making it 
highly inconvenient for the 
public to both stay indoors and 
commute.

The highest maximum tem-
perature of  45.6° Celsius was 
recorded at Udayagiri in Pra-
kasam district and Palasa in 
Srikakulam. Akkivaram in 
Vizianagaram closely followed 
with 44.8° Celsius, while Pad-
manabhan in Visakhapatnam 
and Juvvigunta in Prakasam 
reached 44.7° Celsius. Anaka-
palle recorded a temperature 
of  44.3°  Celsius. Furthermore, 
severe heatwave conditions 
were observed in 60 mandals, 
and heatwave conditions pre-
vailed in 116 mandals. Of  them, 
21 mandals were in Anakapalle 
district, two in East Godavari, 

seven in Kakinada, five in Pra-
kasam, three in Srikakulam, 
one in Nellore, eight in Visa-
k h a p a t n a m ,  a n d  1 3  i n 
Vizianagaram.

Visakhapatnam encountered 
its most severe heatwave of  the 
year, witnessing temperature 
exceeding 42° Celsius in multi-
ple areas across the district. 
The region was subjected to 
blistering hot winds and ex-
traordinarily high levels of  
precipitation, culminating in 
an extremely intense heatwave 

scenario. The normally bus-
tling Beach Road and other 
streets presented a deserted 
and desolate sight as extreme 
weather conditions and scorch-
ing hot winds prevailed in the 
city.

According to the Andhra 
Pradesh State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (APSDMA), 
a severe heatwave is forecast in 
50 mandals, while a heatwave is 
predicted in 219 mandals on 
Sunday. 

Among these, one mandal is 

in ASR, 18 in East Godavari, 18 
in Kakinada, nine in Konasee-
m a ,  a n d  f o u r  i n  We s t 
Godavari.

The India Meteorological De-
partment at Amaravati has re-
ported that the maximum tem-
perature is expected to be 2-4°  
Celsius above normal, and the 
prevailing heatwave conditions 
are likely to continue for the 
next two days. Also, thunder-
storms with accompanying 
lightning are likely to occur in 
isolated places. 

Visakhapatnam registers record temperature of 43.4 degrees Celsius on June 10, says IMD

(Left to right)Major thoroughfare wearing a deserted look; family seen covering its face amid heat in Vizag |  G Satyanarayana

State urged to extend 
holidays for schools
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Visakhapatnam

With Vizag experiencing se-
vere heatwave like conditions, 
there has been a growing de-
mand to extend holidays for 
schools, which are set to reo-
pen on June 12 after 
summer vacation. 

Former MLA and 
BJP leader P Vishnu 
Kumar Raju said he 
has never witnessed 
such a situation like 
present heatwave 
and climatic condi-
tions in the past. 
Since the situation is 
likely to be same for 
the next few days, 
reopening schools 
should be extended 
keeping in view the 
health of  students. 
“To know the condition of  the 
adverse weather, the decision 
makers in the government, 
should experience the weath-
er condition for at least 10 
minutes,” he said.

AP Nirudyoga JAC has also 
said parents across the State 

have been urging the govern-
ment to postpone the reopen-
ing of  schools in view of  the 
prevailing adverse weather 
conditions. Nirudyoga JAC 
State president Samyam He-
mantha Kumar said he had 
sent WhatsApp messages to 

the Chief  Minister, 
the Education Minis-
ter, the District Col-
lector and the DEO, 
urging them to con-
sider the plea of  
parents.

The Municipal 
Teachers Federation 
(MTF) State execu-
tive committee mem-
bers are appealing 
from all districts to 
the School Education 
department to post-
pone the reopening 
of  the schools.   

MTF state president S Rama 
Krishna on behalf  of  parents 
and teachers, urged Educa-
tion Minister Botcha Saty-
anarayana and principal sec-
retary Pravin Prakash to 
reopen the schools after a 
week.

To know the 
condition of the 

adverse weather, 
the decision 

makers in the 
government 

should experience 
the weather 

condition for at 
least 10 minutes

P Vishnu Kumar  
Raju, BJP

DIVINE LIGHT
Sri  Chengalamma Temple decked up as part of ongoing festivities in Tiruapti  on Saturday I  Madhav K

CSM coach 
catches fire, 
no casualties 

65 e-autos launched 
to reduce carbon 
footprint in Vizag
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Visakhapatnam 

In a significant step towards sustainable trans-
portation, 65 e-autos, electric-powered three-
wheelers, were introduced on the city’s popular 
beach road on Saturday. The project aims to com-
bat pollution and reduce the carbon footprint of  
transportation in the region.

 The Minister of  Health and District In-Charge 
Vidadala Rajini spearheaded the inauguration 
ceremony for the e-autos. The initiative received 
support from the Asian Development Bank (ADB) 
as part of  the Visakhapatnam-Chennai Industrial 
Corridor development under the ‘Urban Climate 
Change Resilience Trust Fund’ of  Asia.

 Rajini explained that the project’s objective 
aligns with the broader vision of  sustainable ur-
ban development. Under the VCICDP scheme, four 
swiping cum service stations have been construct-
ed in the Mudasarlova, Shanti Ashram, and Town 
Kottraroddu areas. 

“Representatives from the G20, including ADP 
DG Manila, have already visited the newly estab-
lished swiping stations and e-auto facilities, which 
are not only intended for transportation but also 
for solid waste management,” she stated.

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Vijayawada 

A camping coach of  Con-
tinuous Tamping Machine 
(CSM) caught on fire due to 
alleged short circuit at Elu-
ru railway station on 
Saturday. 

The incident happened 
around 7 pm and no casual-
ties were reported in the 
fire mishap, said the rail-
way officials. 

According to the sources, 
the camping coach train 
was on its way to Ganna-
varam from Nidadavole for 
a track maintenance. When 
the train reached the out-
skirts of  Eluru, the work-
ing staff  noticed smoke 
emanating from the coach 
and alerted higher officials, 
who instructed to bring it 
to Eluru station. By the 
time the train arrived, fire 
department officials rushed 
to the spot and doused the 
f i re  w i t h  t h re e  f i re 
tenders. 

“The situation was 
brought under control in 
less than one hour,” said 
the assistant district fire of-
ficer Ramakrishna.

e x p r e ss   r e a d

Red sanders logs worth 
`22 lakh seized, 8 held
Tirupati: Bhakarapeta police 
arrested eight wood cutters and 
seized `22 lakh worth red sanders 
logs, vehicles and axe at 
Bhutavamvaripalle bus stop on 
Saturday. According to police, the 
accused were arrested during 
raids at Bhutamvaripalle bus stop. 
The police identified that wood 
cutters are natives of Tamil Nadu 
and were deputed for chopping 
red logs in Seshachalam forest

Jal Jeevan Mission: East 
Godavari ranks 21
Rajamahendravaram: East 
Godavari district secured 21 place 
and achieved 81 per cent in 
providing tap water connection in 
the entire country under Jal 
Jeevan Mission. Collector K 
Madhavi Latha said that the tap 
water connections were provided 
to nearly 2.89 lakh households in 
the district. The target is to 
provide tap water to nearly 3.56 
lakh households, she added
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Paddy crop is expected to be cultivated in 1.74 lakh 
acres of land in BR Ambedkar Konaseema district in 
Kharif season. The paddy yield is expected to be  
3.92 lakh metric tonnes, said an agriculture official

paddy 
crop
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CBI quizzes Avinash on calls 
to Gangi Reddy, `4-cr deal
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Hyderabad

Kadapa MP YS Avinash Red-
dy on Saturday appeared before 
the CBI in connection with the 
investigation into the murder 
o f  for mer  minister  YS 
Vivekananda Reddy. According 
to sources, the agency is inves-
tigating the `4-crore alleged 
deal between the YSRC MP’s fa-
ther Bhaskar Reddy and other 
accused in the case. The CBI re-
portedly questioned Avinash 
Reddy about the phone calls 
among him, his father Bhaskar 
Reddy and A1 Erra Gangi Red-
dy as well as Dastagiri, who has 
turned approver in the case. 

Sources also stated that the 
agency asked him as to why he 
should not be booked under 
murder charges and why he 
had brought pressure on circle 
inspector Shankaraiah not to 

register a murder case after the 
body of  Vivekananda Reddy 
was found and not to conduct a 
postmortem examination on 
the body. The CBI also tried to 
unravel the conspiracy behind 
the destruction of  evidence at 
the scene of  crime. 

Avinash Reddy, who appeared 
before the CBI as per the antici-
patory bail conditions imposed 
by the Telangana High Court, 
was subjected to questioning 
from 10 am to 5 pm. 

Rebel MLAs to shift loyalties to TDP 
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Nellore

Now, it is official. Rebel YSRC 
MLAs Anam Ramanarayana 
Reddy and Mekapati Chan-
drasekhar Reddy are set to shift 
their loyalties to TDP. 

Anam announced his deci-
sion on Saturday after he met 
TDP chief  N Chandrababu 
Naidu at the latter’s residence 
in Hyderabad on Friday. Senior 
TDP leaders,  including 
Somireddy Chandramohan 
Reddy, N Amarnath Reddy, 
Beeda Ravichandra and others 
visited Anam’s house and dis-
cussed the latest political devel-
opments in Nellore.  

Further, Anam announced 
his decision to shift his loyal-
ties to TDP next month. Anam  
said he would strive to strength-
en TDP in Nellore district with 
the support of  other leaders. 
Yuva Galam Padayatra of  Nara 
Lokesh will enter Nellore dis-
trict from Kadapa on June 13. 
“We are planning to make 
Lokesh’s padayatra a grand 
success in the district. I will 

take TDP membership after the 
end of  Yuva Galam Padayatra 
in the district,” said Anam. 

Mekapati also announced 
that he would work in TDP 
without aspiring for the party 
ticket in the next elections. Me-
kapati met Lokesh during his 
padayatra at Badvel in Kadapa 
district on Saturday. The Uday-
agiri MLA reiterated that he 
would work for the TDP in the 
constituency and take steps to 

ensure the success of  Yuva 
Galam Padayatra in Nellore. 

“I have discussed the latest 
political developments in the 
constituency with Lokesh at 
Badvel. I and two other MLAs 
will shift our loyalties to TDP 
in the ensuing elections,” Me-
kapati revealed.      

With the announcements of  
the two rebel YSRC MLAs shift-
ing their loyalties to the opposi-
tion TDP, the political scenario 

has changed in the district. The 
TDP is likely to gain strength 
with the entry of  the two sus-
pended YSRC MLAs into its 
fold. It seems to be tough for the 
ruling YSRC to keep its record 
of  making a clean sweep in the 
next general elections.  

In the 2019 elections, the 
YSRC bagged all the 10 Assem-
bly seats in the erstwhile undi-
vided Nellore district and also 
won Nellore and Tirupati Lok 
Sabha constituencies. During 
the Cabinet rejig, P Anil Ku-
mar Yadav was dropped. After 
that, internal bickerings in the 
YSRC district unit came to the 
fore. 

Though the YSRC leadership 
could manage to calm down the 
dissidence by convincing the 
leaders, it is likely to impact 
the prospects of  the YSRC in 
the next elections. 

“The suspension of   rebel 
MLAs has come as a shot in the 
arm for the TDP, which is try-
ing to regain its lost glory in 
Nellore district,” observed a 
political analyst.

Anam, Mekapati vow to make Lokesh’s Yuva Galam Padayatra a success in Nellore district 

Naidu trying to infuse life  
into ‘dead’ party: Ramesh
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Vijayawada

A day after TDP chief  N Chan-
drababu Naidu launched a vit-
riolic attack on the YSRC gov-
ernment and the ministers, 
Housing Minister Jogi Ramesh 
hit back at the Oppo-
sition Leader for 
running a ‘dead’ par-
ty and trying to in-
fuse life into it by us-
ing some youngsters 
in the name of  Infor-
m a t i o n - T DP  
activists.

“Innocent youth 
are being lured to work in the 
TDP. They have been given the 
name of  I-TDP activists. The 
TDP is no more a force to reck-
on with. Naidu’s life is a bundle 
of  lies, deceiving and backstab-
bing and he is now the presi-
dent of  a party, which lost peo-
ple’s support after 2019,” he 

observed.
Ramesh alleged that Naidu 

deceived youth by promising 
job for every house and to pay 
`1,000 as financial assistance to 
the jobless in 2014 elections, but 
failed to fulfil them.

On Naidu alleging that 
Ramesh failed to con-
struct even a single 
house as the Housing 
Minister, the Pedana 
MLA dared the Oppo-
sition leader to either 
visit his constituency 
or any other Assem-
bly segment and per-
s o n a l l y  s e e  t h e 

number of  houses constructed 
by the YSRC government.

Ramesh said, “TDP general 
secretary Nara Lokesh is using 
indecent and vulgar language 
during his Yuva Galam Paday-
atra. Naidu should teach his 
s o n  s o m e  d e c e n cy  a n d 
values.”

Pawan’s yatra: 
Sec 30 imposed 
in Amalapuram

652 mobiles 
worth `1.3 cr 
recovered

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Kakinada 

Ahead of  Jana Sena chief  Pa-
wan Kalyan’s Varahi Yatra in 
Kakinada and Konaseema dis-
tricts,  Amalapuram sub-divi-
sion police have imposed pro-
hibitory orders under Section 
30 till June 30. DSP M Ambika 
Prasad told mediapersons that 
nobody should hold meetings 
and rallies without prior per-
mission from police. 
  The prohibitory orders will 
be in force in the limits of  

A m a l a p u r a m 
town, taluk, Al-
lavaram, Up-
palaguptam, 
Mummidivar-
am, I Polavar-

a m  a n d 
Katrenikona po-

l i c e  stations. If  anyone 
wants to conduct a rally or a 
public meeting, they should get 
prior permission from the sub-
division police, the DSP said.

From June 14, the Jana Sena 
chief  will hold Varahi Yatra. 
The yatra will start from Anna-
varam temple and pass through 
the erstwhile twin Godavari 
districts. Jana Sena Party lead-
ers are of  the view that the Sec-
tion 30 has been imposed to pre-
vent public gathering during 
Pawan Kalyan’s Varahi Yatra.

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @ Kurnool

Kurnool district police re-
covered 652 missing mobile 
phones worth `1.30 crore and 
handed over them to their re-
spective owners on Saturday. 
The district police organised a 
mobile recovery mela at their 
office near Kondareddy Fort. 

Upon receiving several com-
plaints about stolen phones, the 
district police said with the 
help of  IT team, the mobile 
phones were traced and even 
recovered from others States.  

Addressing the media, Su-
perintendent of  Police G 
Krishnakanth appealed to pub-
lic to lodge complaints if  mo-
bile phones are missing through 
a special mobile link app, ‘kur-
noolpolice.in/mobiletheft’. The 
SP educated people on rise in 
cybercrimes. He also explained 
how the mobile link works and 
how to register complaints. 
“The complainants need to en-
ter IMEI-1, IMEI-2 details along 
with the mobile number and 
other alternative number with 
address as well as the missing 
spot.” He called upon the public 
to utilise the police services.

All the victims expressed 
happiness over getting their 
mobile phones back and 
thanked the police department 
for their services. 

Punish cops for ‘excesses’ on Dalits: Naidu to CM
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Vijayawada

TDP chief  N Chandrababu 
Naidu on Saturday demanded 
that Chief  Minister YS Jagan 
Mohan Reddy take immediate 
action against the police offi-
cials, who allegedly attacked 
and abused Dalits at Chinchi-
nada in West Godavari district 
for opposing the illegal mining 
in assigned lands allotted to 
them.

In a letter to the Chief  Minis-

ter, Naidu said the Dalits of  
Chinchinada have been eking 
out a living for the past 60 years 
by cultivating the as-
signed lands allotted 
to them. Naidu al-
le ged that YSRC 
MLA M Prasad Raju 
and MLC K Srinivas, 
though their hench-
men, were illegally 
mining sand from 
these lands and smug-
gling it to other places, which 
was opposed by the Dalits. 

“Shockingly, police have used 
excessive force against the 
peacefully protesting Dalits on 

June 6,’’ Naidu said 
and accused the po-
lice of  resorting to 
lathicharge against 
the peaceful demon-
strators and forcibly 
arresting them. The 
injured Dalits were 
taken to government 
hospital at Tadepal-

ligudem, which is 70 km away, 
instead of  the nearby hospital 

at Palakole. Naidu questioned 
as to why the police resorted to 
lathicharge against the peace-
fully protesting Dalits and ille-
gally detained them. Naidu fur-
ther alleged that the police hit 
R Bojjamma on her chest, lead-
ing to respiratory problems. 
“Only an impartial action by 
police will help protect the nat-
ural resources for future gen-
erations. The illegal digging of  
earthen soil in the assigned 
lands should be stopped imme-
diately,” he demanded.

I will strive to strengthen TDP in Nellore district with the support  
of other leaders. I will take TDP membership after the end of  
Nara Lokesh’s Yuva Galam Padayatra in Nellore district 

Anam Ramanarayana Reddy, rebel YSRC MLA 

Police foil TDP bid to visit Polavaram
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Rajamahendravaram

Police foiled the attempt of  
TDP activists to visit the Pola-
varam project site on Saturday. 
Former ministers Devineni 
Umamaheswara Rao and KS 
Jawahar, MLA Nimmala Rama-
naidu, senior TDP leaders Gan-
ni Veeranjaneyulu  and Badeti 
Radhakrishna were taken into 
custody by police at various 
places in East Godavari and 
Eluru when they tried to visit 
the Polavaram project site.

Tension prevailed for some-
time at Kovvurpadu village un-
der Gopalapuram station lim-
its in East Godavari district 
when the TDP leaders were on 

their way to Polavaram. Heated 
arguments took place between 
the TDP leaders and police 
when the latter stopped the 
former. Police officials made it 
clear that the TDP leaders 
would not be allowed to vis-
it the Polavaram project 
site as they did not get 
permission to visit the 
place. 

In the melee, Devine-
ni vanished from the 
scene and went to Pola-
varam village. Having 
learnt that Devineni was going 
to Polavaram, police force was 
rushed to the place. Devineni 
was taken into custody by the 
police and shifted to local po-
lice station. Jawahar was ar-

rested at Kannapuram village 
in Eluru district and was shift-
ed to Buttayagudem polce sta-
tion. Ramanaidu, Veeranjaney-
ulu and Radhakrishna were 
shifted to Gopalapuram police 

station.
Speaking to the media, 

Ramanaidu alleged that 
the YSRC government, 
which failed to com-
plete the Polavaram 

project as per schedule, 
resorted to make baseless 

charges against the TDP. 
“It is highly objectionable 

and undemocratic on the part 
of  the YSRC government to 
prevent TDP leaders from visit-
ing the Polavaram project site,” 
the TDP MLA observed.

Express Read

Stone laid for YSRC  
party office in EG
Rajamahendravaram: YSRC MLA 
and  East Godavari district party 
president Jakkampudi Raja laid 
the  foundation stone for the 
party office here on  Saturday. 
The programme was attended by 
Home Minister Taneti Vanitha, MP 
M Bharatram and MLAs T 
Venkatrao and G Srinivas Naidu . 	
Jakkampudi Raja said two acres 
of land was allotted to the party 
office and its construction will be 
completed within six months.

1.9k students studying at Holagunda 
ZP school dependant on bus services
Continued from page 1

Unfortunately, there is no alter-
native route to travel to other 
villages and towns without 
passing through Holagunda. 
This, in fact, has hit nearly 
1,900 students studying at Hola-
gunda Zilla Parishad High 
School, who are completely de-
pendant on the bus services. 

In order to address the prob-
lem, nearly 45 different associa-
tions, student unions, political 
parties etc, have united to form 
a JAC irrespective of  their po-
litical affiliations. All of  them 
have been crying foul over one 
demand--good road.  

On Saturday, Holagunda and 
its surrounding villagers led by 
JAC gathered at Holagunda 
mandal headquarters and took 
a decision to start non-stop agi-
tations till the road repair 
works were taken up. They de-
cided to stage three-phase pro-
tests, which included giving 
representations to all officials, 
political leaders and ministers. 
In the next phase, the JAC de-
cided to hold dharnas. “If  there 
is no response, we will step up 
our agitation into a movement 
by conducting relay hunger 
strikes,’’ one of  the JAC mem-
bers G Kanna Rao told TNIE. 

Meanwhile, the Adoni bus 
depot manager penned a letter 

to the Holagunda authorities 
stating that buses were being 
run with great difficulty on 
this particular route. Moreo-
ver, the buses had to undergo 
repairs on a daily basis, which 
is burning a hole in the pockets 
of  RTC authorities. Speaking 
with TNIE, RTC Kurnool re-
gional manager Venkata Ram-
am said that four bus services 
were run initially on  the Ado-
ni-Holagunda route via Heb-
batam.  However, two buses 
were cancelled due to poor con-
dition of  the road and two oth-
ers were diverted  to the Adoni-
Aluru-Yallarthi-Holagunda 
route. “The buses plying on the 
stretch have been undergoing 
repairs on a daily basis. We 

need a good road to run the 
services,” he stated, while add-
ing that they would start run-
ning a bus after schools re-open 
to avoid inconvenience to the 
students.     

Responding to the concerns, 
minister Gummanur Jayaram 
said that the tender process 
was completed for 12 roads, in-
cluding the Adoni-Holagunda. 
“But the contractor stopped the 
works mid-way, causing inordi-
nate delay,” he said. The minis-
ter, however, said that he had 
discussed the matter with the 
officials to fix the road at the 
earliest. “We are planning to 
complete the Adoni-Holagunda 
road works on a priority basis,’’ 
the minister told TNIE.

Nadda highlights development projects,  
aid sanctioned by Modi govt for State 
Continued from page 1

Nadda stated that Modi brought 
a change in the political sce-
nario by driving the nation on 
the path of  development. “Modi 
government has developed two 
lakh poor villages. Earlier, 
there used to be just 59 villages 
with internet connectivity. But 
now, all the villages are con-
nected with fibrenet,’’ Nadda 
elaborated. 
  The BJP chief  further went 
on to state that more than four 
crore houses are being con-
structed for the poor across the 
country. He also listed the mile-
stones achieved in the automo-
bile sector, industry and educa-
tion sectors after Modi came to 
power. 

Speaking on Andhra Pradesh, 
the BJP national president said 
Modi had laid foundation 
stones for `10,000 crore devel-
opment works during his visit 
to Visakhapatnam. 

“The Centre is developing 
Tirupati railway station by 
spending `300 crore and is also 
constructing IIT near Srikala-

hasti. The Centre has also tak-
en up the laying of  a national 
highway from Kadapa to Reni-
gunta,’’ he pointed out.

Nadda arrived in Tirupati on 
late Friday night and offered 
prayers at Tirumala on Satur-
day morning. 

Speaking at Tirumala, he 
said the BJP has been commit-

ted to the progress and develop-
ment of  the nation and sought 
t h e  b l e s s i n g s  o f  L o r d 
Venkateswara to ensure suc-
cess of  the party’s objectives 
and vision. Later in the day, 
Nadda addressed a shakti ken-
dra meeting of  BJP leaders and 
cadres from Chittoor Lok Sab-
ha constituency.

BJP national president Nadda at a public meeting in Tirupati  on Saturday| Madhav K

scenic spot
A rickshaw puller takes a break by parking his three-wheeler on a roadside in Visakhapatnam on Saturday |  G Satyanarayana

Tight security 
for visit of 
Amit Shah
E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e 
@ Visakhapatnam

The police have made elabo-
rate security arrangements for 
Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah’s visit to the city on Sun-
day. Four DCPs, two APSP pla-
toons, four special police teams 
and in all 950 personnel have 
been deployed. Commissioner 
of  Police CM Trivikram Varma 
reviewed arrangements on Sat-
urday. Traffic will be regulated 
on certain routes from 3 to 9 pm 
in view of  Amit Shah’s public 
meeting at railway grounds.
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Insurance firms 
backed out, 
citing huge 
losses: Officials 
Continued from page 1

“If  IRCTC can offer death cov-
erage of  ̀ 10 lakh for train trav-
ellers, why cannot the Railways 
make insurance cover manda-
tory for all passengers? They 
can seek a premium like IRCTC 
does and insure the travellers 
like the corporation does 
through insurance companies,” 
suggested Pravakar Jena, man-
ager of  a life insurance 
company.

Railway officials said insur-
ance was inbuilt in all train 
tickets over a decade ago. But, 
it was stopped after insurance 
companies backed out citing 
huge losses due high incidence 
of  train accidents in those 
years.

Indian Railways, however, 
pays a compensation of  ̀ 8 lakh 
as awarded by Railway Claims 
Tribunal (RCT) for death of  
passengers and as decided on 
the basis of  loss of  earning ca-
pacity. This means all kin of  288 
deceased and 920 injured can 
apply for claim from RCT but it 
would be long-drawn process 
due to the documentation in-
volved. “For that, the kin of  the 
deceased family has to provide 
all supporting documents. Sim-
ilarly, the parcels are insured 
with the condition that the con-
signor opts for payment of  per-
centage charge on excess value 
declared and paid subject to a 
maximum of  1%,” he added.

Battle for reins intensifies, BJP faces TS leadership challenge
Though the central leadership offered to make Eatala Rajender the chairman of campaign committee, MLA’s supporters want him to lead the party in Telangana

I r e d d y  S r i n i v a s  R e d d y 
@ Hyderabad

The BJP central leadership is 
grappling with the problem of  
assuaging the ruffled feelings 
of  the dissidents in Telangana, 
particularly Huzurabad MLA 
Eatala Rajender.

Though the party leadership 
offered to make him the chair-

man of  the campaign commit-
tee, it has not cut any ice with 
him. His supporters have been 
saying that he should be given 
the reins of  the party in Telan-
gana. But the incumbent presi-
dent Bandi Sanjay Kumar also 
does not want to make way for 
Rajender, by accepting the MoS 
offer by the Centre.  

As Rajender has been sulk-

ing for quite some time now 
over not being given the impor-
tance in the party that he de-
serves, the leadership is look-
ing at other options like doing 
some kind of  a rejig of  the par-
ty in Telangana, but it is not 
getting anywhere. The party is 
also considering taking Bandi 
into the central cabinet as min-
ister of  state and appointing 

party vice-president DK Aruna 
as party president and Ra-
jender as the chairman of  the 
campaign committee, but nei-

ther did Rajender nor Sanjay 
find the offer acceptable. 

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah has assigned the task of  

defusing the crisis in Telanga-
na to Assam Chief  Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma. The 
brief  given to him is to per-
suade Rajender to accept the 
responsibility of  campaign 
committee chairman. But he is 
not willing to settle for this po-
sition and said that he would 
continue in the party as an or-
dinary leader and as an MLA, 

which is one way of  telling the 
party high command that he is 
not happy with the way they 
are handling the issue. On the 
other hand, Bandi is not very 
enthused about accepting the 
offer of  MoS, by leaving the 
party reins in Telangana to 
someone else. He conveyed his 
opinion to party Telangana in-
charge Sunil Bansal. 

Tribute to accident 
victims: Bahanaga to  
observe mass mundan
H e m a n t  K u m a r  R o u t  @ Bhubaneswar

With the kin of  Odisha train tragedy victims still wait-
ing for identification of  81 bodies and the government 
planning for mass cremation, the locals of  Bahanaga are 
organising a mass mundan (tonsuring) programme and 
10th day rituals to pay tribute to the departed souls.

The three-day programme will begin on Sunday, the 
10th day after the tragic crash, and end on Tuesday with 
the culmination of  a mammoth Gayatri Yajna for peace, 
prosperity and purification. 

Elaborate preparations are on at Bahanaga high school 
grounds. The school premises had become a temporary 
morgue after the mishap.

The locals, who had turned the first re-
sponders to the disaster and engaged 

wholeheartedly in rescue and relief  op-
erations, said they felt the tragedy was 
their own. More than 200 people, young 
and old, have come forward for  ‘mun-
dan’ (shaving heads) that is practiced as 

one of  the most important Hindu rituals 
in case of  death of  a near and dear one. 

The mundan ritual will begin from 10 am and continue 
till all are tonsured. A mass prayer has been organised in 
the evening.Monday onwards, an Astaprahar Nama Ya-
jna (24 hour Hare Krushna chanting) will be organised 
along with Biswa Shanti Maha Yajna (havan for world 
peace). 

“A Sarva Dharma Prarthana Sabha (mass prayer of  
different religions) and chanting of  veda from 10 am on-
wards have been planned. We hope the programme will 
help bring comfort to the affected families and the com-
munity,” said Jayakrushna Sarangi, a member of  the or-
ganising committee. Members of  Gayatri families from 
four districts have already arrived for ‘mantra japa’ 
which will be held at a shed near the accident spot. 

No breakthrough
The party is also considering taking Bandi into the central cabinet as 

minister of state and appointing party vice-president DK Aruna as party 
president and Rajender as the chairman of the campaign committee, 

but neither did Rajender nor Sanjay find the offer acceptable

Whoever becomes CM, Cong 
aims is to serve people: bhatti  

ongress Legislature Par-
ty leader Mallu Bhatti 
Vikramarka who has 
been on a padayatra -- 
People’s March -- with the 
slogan ‘KCR Mukt Telan-
gana’, crossed the 1,000-

km milestone on Saturday in Nal-
gonda district. On the occasion, 
TNIE’s B Kartheek spoke to him 
about the response he is getting 
and how it is helping him under-
stand the aspirations of  the peo-
ple. The CLP leader exuded confi-
dence that the Congress would 
come to power but dismissed as 
baseless the perception that he 
was taking out the padayatra with 
eyes on becoming the Chief  
Minister.

Excerpts from the interview 
 

How is your padayatra going 
on? How is the response from 
the people?
It is going very well. The response 
I am getting is making me happy. 
At the same time, I feel bad as 
thousands of  people are pouring 
out their problems in the absence 
of  a responsive government. The 
separate Telangana movement 
was built on employment, water, 
irrigation, and the distribution of  
wealth among the people. But, af-
ter the creation of  Telangana 
State, the objectives of  the move-
ment were lost sight of. That is the 
reason why thousands of  unem-
ployed youths, Dalits, and margin-
alised sections are meeting me. All 
of  them are expressing the same 
kind of  anguish, unhappiness, a 

feeling that they have been let 
d o w n  b y  t h e  p r e s e n t 
dispensation.

 
Your padayatra’s slogan is 
‘KCR Mukt Telangana’. Would 
you be able to do that?
KCR has become the stumbling 
block for achieving the aims 
and aspirations of  the peo-
ple like irrigation, employ-
ment, self-respect, wealth 
creation and distribution, 
and land distribution. We 
had thought that if  a sepa-
rate state became a reality, 
they would automatically be-
come available. But it has not hap-
pened. Who is responsible for this? 
It is KCR. He and his family are in 
the way of  the development of  the 
State.

 
H o w  i s  KC R  b l o c k i n g 
development?
Water was the main objective of  
the Telangana movement. Particu-
larly, Krishna and Godavari river 
water. We had hoped to tap the wa-
ter and provide it to the parched 
fields in Telangana. Now it is al-

most a decade since Telangana 
state was created. What did KCR 
do in respect of  Krishna River wa-
ter? The projects conceived on the 
river are still pending like the 
SLBC tunnel. 90% of  the work was 
completed, but in the 10 years, 
KCR could not get time or resourc-
es to complete the remaining 10% 
of  the work and provided water to 
Nalgonda district. 

The same is the case with Pala-
muru Rangareddy LIS. In the dec-
ade gone by, Telangana could not 
access even a single drop of  water 
from the Krishna River. Regarding 
Kaleshwaram, KCR claims it is the 
biggest project in Asia. I have been 
to the project sites at Medigadda, 
Annaram, and Sundilla. They are 
not barrages in the strict sense of  

the term. They just check dams, 
maybe a little bigger. There 

are no canals for these 
barrages. 
 
Do you think your slo-
gan — KCR Mukt Telan-

gana — will have any trac-
tion with the people?

KCR has created that perception. 
But it is not because of  him that 
Telangana has become a reality. It 
was because Congress decided to 
divide the state. KCR has been 
winning elections, promising the 
moon to the people. In the last nine 
years, he has damaged the eco-
nomic fabric of  the state. 

He has looted its resources, its 
land. Today, people have realised 
that they had fought for Telangana 
to better their lives and not to be 
looted by someone else. 

Congress leader M B Vikramarka waving at 
padayatra in Nalgonda |  SL Velmurugan

Express 
Special

E x p r ess    r e a d

Karnataka govt may hike liquor prices  
to mop up funds for five guarantees 
Bengaluru: The Congress government is likely to increase 
liquor prices to mop up additional resources to fulfill its five 
poll guarantees in the state. According to sources, the Finance 
Department is working out modalities for revision of 
Additional Excise Duty (AED) on liquor in the budget to be 
presented by Chief Minister Siddaramaiah on July 7. It is, 
however, unclear whether the tax burden will be passed on to 
all 18 slabs of Indian Made Liquor (IML). The slabs are 
categorised by Maximum Retail Price (MRP) in ascending 
order, and range from around `56 to `1,200 per pint (180ml). 

Union Minister and BJP’s election 
strategist Amit Shah on Saturday night 
arrived in Chennai to take part in a public 
meeting in Vellore district on Sunday

Amit Shah 
visits TN

Sunday 11l06l2023

C



THE NEW sunday EXPRESSVIJAYAWADA, Sunday  11l06l202308

The New sunday Express
Chairman of the Board: Manoj Kumar Sonthalia  Editor: Santwana Bhattacharya

Resident Editor (Andhra Pradesh): T  Kalyan Chakravarthy* Published by R K Jhunjhunwala on behalf of Express Publications (Madurai) Private Limited, at First Floor, Surya Plaza, D.No. 29-28-39, Dasarivari Street, Suryaraopet, Vijayawada - 520 002. and  printed by him at Sakshi Press, D.No 5-625, Vadlamudi Road, Atmakur Village, Mangalgiri Mandal,  Guntur District – 522 503. 
Vijayawada: Vol. 24, No. 24. RNI Reg. No. APENG/2000/04347. Phone: 0866-2444162,Fax: 0866-2444262. *Responsible for selection of News under the PRB Act. Copyright: Express Publications (Madurai) Private Limited. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner, electronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited.

Jose Angel 
Gurria

T
he New York Skyline this week emerged as an unwitting 
exhibit of  the global reality of  climate change and the 
haze over inaction. Smoke from wildfires in Canada, cov-
ering over 10 million acres, billowed and belched toxic 
air enveloping the city in a shroud of  smog. The city 

found itself  on the list of  the world’s worst in air quality. As 
New Yorkers struggled to cope with an unusual condition, a 
time-lapse video shared by the National Weather Service on 
Twitter went viral across time zones triggering schadenfreude 
among those for whom poor air quality is an inescapable 
circumstance.

Toxic air is a reality visible and palpable across the globe. 
A 2022 report from the World Health Organisation shows that 
across 6000 cities in 117 countries monitoring air quality, “the 
air in 17 per cent of  the cities in high income countries falls 
below WHO Air Quality Guidelines.”  The state of  poorer 

countries is worse. In low and mid-
dle-income countries, air quality in 
less than 1 per cent of  the cities 
complies with WHO thresholds – a 
fact millions in India and elsewhere 
in the developing world will testify 
to. It is manifest in the loss of  over 
6.5 million lives every year 
worldwide.

The etymology of  the phrase 
smog is of  comparatively recent 
vintage. It was coined in 1905 by 
H.A. Des Voeux, a health official, to 
define ‘atmospheric conditions’ in 
British towns. Ostensibly pollution 
then was a local phenomenon. The 
phrase climate change or climatic 

change came into usage only after the 1970s. Globally around 
4 million sq km of  vegetation burns every year -- in Australia, 
Amazon, Canada, Russia and the United States -- which emit 
gases that worsen air quality across national borders and glo-
bal warming.

The callous exploitation of  natural resources underlines 
the context that has created a mash-up of  toxins – in the air 
we breathe, the water we drink and the food we ingest. Con-
sider the state of  water. Data published by UN Water show that 
over 2 billion people, or roughly a quarter of  the world popula-
tion, lack “safely managed” drinking water and 2.3 billion live 
in water-stressed countries.

Groundwater accounts for a major share of  human con-
sumption and is threatened by contamination by fertilisers, 
pesticides, industrial and mining wastes, petroleum products 
and solid waste landfills. A Lancet report reveals that water 
pollution was responsible for 1.4 million premature deaths in 
2019. The World Bank has observed that shallow groundwater 
in every populated region should be considered at risk  
of  pollution. 

A useful metric to understand the impact of  ‘consume and 
dispose culture’ is the magnitude of  toxic trash generated by 
the rampant use of  plastics. Of  the 7 billion tons of  plastic 
waste generated globally so far, less than 10 per cent has been 
recycled. The UNEP estimates that the world produces around 
400 million tonnes of  plastics per year. Roughly around 10 mil-
lion tonnes end up in the ocean, accounting for 80 per cent of  
all marine pollution. It is well established that microplastics 
enter the food chain and accumulate in the food we eat, such 
as fish and shellfish. And it is not just seafood that is impacted 
by air and water pollution. A 2019 study, based on  
commonly consumed food items by US residents, estimates 
that an average person consumes between 74,000 and 121,000 
microplastic particles.

There is no disputing that pollution, politics and policies 
are exacerbating global warming. The Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, in its 2023 Synthesis Report, reveals 
that “Widespread and rapid changes in the atmosphere, ocean, 
cryosphere and biosphere have occurred. Every increment of  
global warming will intensify multiple and concurrent haz-
ards.” Human-caused climate change is increasing the inci-
dence and frequency of  extreme events such as droughts, 
heavy rainfalls and heatwaves.

Earlier this year, analysis by NASA showed that “Earth’s 
average surface temperature in 2022 effectively tied with 2015 
as the fifth warmest on record”. Rising temperatures are 
throwing up new challenges. A study by Mark C. Prosser, Paul 
D. Williams, Graeme J. Marlton and R. Giles Harrison states 
that Clear Air Turbulence “is projected to intensify in re-
sponse to future climate change”. This has ominous portents 
for aircraft safety and millions of  travellers. And the projec-
tions for global temperature are only worsening. The World 
Meteorological Organisation has observed, “There is a 98% 
likelihood that at least one of  the next five years, and the five-
year period as a whole, will be the warmest on record.”

The planet is confronted with a confluence of  consequences, 
an exponential rise in pollution, accelerated loss of  biodiver-
sity and intensified climate change. It is useful to remember 
that since 1905, when the phrase smog entered the lexicon, the 
world population has grown from 1.6 billion to 8 billion and 
the world GDP from US $ 3.4 trillion to over US $ 105 trillion. 
The pressure of  population and the need for resources is 
showing up on planet Earth. The clichéd truth is that there is 
no Planet B! The visuals of  the New York skyline are yet an-
other reminder for introspection and action. 

Toxic Mash: Air, 
Water, Food and 
Climate Change

If you run the machinery for a long period, it tends to get overheated… 
But we got overheated in the past because of the speed with which we 
grew…But this time, because of all the various measures we took in the last 
eight to nine years, we feel that the machine can run for 8-10 years without 
getting overheated
V Anantha Nageswaran, Chief Economic Advisor

Respect for him (Alcaraz) for fighting till the end. I told him at the net that he is 
very young and he can win this many times
Novak Djokovic, Serbian tennis player

Selfless work
A p r o p o s  o f  T h e  g o o d  s a m a r i t a n s  o f  B a l a s o r e :  
An ode to human instinct (June 10).  The editorial 
is  a  tr ibute to the people of  Balasore, who have 
stood up as one man in helping the passengers, 
caught in the country’s worst-ever train accident, 
each in his or her own way. They have learnt a lot 
from frequent exposure to natural calamities and 
put their vast experience to good use, as and when 
the occasion demanded. 

G Nataraja Perumal, Elathur

Altruist act
Apropos of The good Samaritans of Balasore:  an 
ode to humane instinct (June 10). When the Balas-
ore train tragedy happened, the first responders’ 
actions saved many lives. It’s heartening to note 
everyone from tribal inhabitants, young NCC cadets, 
teachers, chemists alike displayed an act of altru-
ism, self lessness, and collective heroism tend to 

the wounded.While the tragedy still lingers in mem-
ory, the acts of human morality are the most uplift-
ing stories.

P V Prakash, Mumbai

Patna meeting
Apropos of Road to Patna paved with distrust, di-
vide (June 10). It may be comparatively easier for 
the Opposition parties to get together but the most 
difficult part is to arrive at a consensus on the way 
forward. The June 23 meeting is at best a beginning 
only. Issues of  leadership and the common pro-
gramme will prove to be daunting tasks for them. 

C G Kuriakose, Chengamanadan 

Credible leadership
As rightly analysed in your editorial it is a hard task 
indeed for a goal of opposition unity to be fructified 
fo r  f i g h t  aga i n st  t h e  j ugge r n a u t  of  N DA  ca d res . 
W i t h o u t  a n y  b as i c  p r i n c i p le s  o f  co h e r e n ce  a n d 
strong reasons for bonding, there are visibly only 
contradictory hotchpotch arrangements amongst 
the various opposition parties as of now. Credible 

leadership is the need of the hour for opposition to 
present themselves before the public as a substi-
tute for  Narendra Modi, whose popularity seems 
intact as before.

Jitendranath Guru, Padampur

Conditional freebies
T h e  v a r i o u s  f r e e b i e s  a n n o u n c e d  b y  t h e  
C o n g r e s s  p a r t y  i n  K a r n a t a k a  i s  n o t h i n g  b u t  
fooling the people.  After winning the elections, the 
g o v e r n m e n t  i s  c o m i n g  o u t  w i t h  r i d e r s  a n d  
conditions in order to be eligible to receive the free -
b i e s .  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m ay  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
mobilise resources in order to fund the freebies.  
Ultimately, people will  have to pay indirectly by 
way of taxes.

S Ravindranath, Bengaluru

Bike Taxis
Th e  d ec i s i o n  of  Tra n s p o r t  M i n i ste r  S  S i vasa n ka r 
that the bike taxis are not permitted in Tamil Nadu 
seems to be a hasty decision.   The bike taxis are in 
force for more than two to three years and the users 

of bike taxis are more than happy to avail their ser-
vices, than the fleecing Auto rickshaws.  In fact, the 
State Government should have revised the auto 
fare, which has been stagnant for the past 10 years.  
And then the government should take an assurance 
from the auto drivers that they would ply as per the 
meter and will  never refuse to ride for short dis-
tances.  Instead, the Government seems to be suc-
cumbing to the demands of auto unions to stop the 
bike taxi services.

N Mahadevan, Chennai

Traffic offences
T h e  A I  c a m e ra s  i n s t a l l e d  o n  Ke ra l a  r o a d s  c a n  
h a v e  t w o  co n s e q u e n ce s .  O n e ,  t ra f f i c  o f f e n ce s  
could be reduced to nil and on the flip side it could 
r e d u c e  t h e  i n c o m e  o f  t h e  s t a t e  b y  w a y  o f  
f i n es  c h a rge d  o n  t h ose  w h o  b rea k  t ra f f i c  r u les .  
The positive side is that there would be more trans-
parency in the levying of fines and less chances of 
taking bribes, besides providing proof in certain 
crimes and road accidents. 

Elizabeth Koshy, Pathanamthitta

No one has told me I’m being indicted, and I 
shouldn’t be because I’ve done nothing wrong….I 
never thought it possible that such a thing could 
happen to a former President of the United States. I 
am an innocent man
Donald Trump, Former President, United States

Integrity, transparency and the fight against 
corruption have to be part of the culture. 
They have to be taught as fundamental values

The third eye
Shankkar aiyAr

Author of The Gated Republic, Aadhaar: 
A Biometric History of India’s 12 Digit 

Revolution, and Accidental India
(shankkar.aiyar@gmail.com)

R
ather paradoxically, now 
seems both like the best and 
worst times to make films on 
Hindu mythology. On the one 
hand, the renewed interest in 
telling the tales of  our land 
means that there’s a ready au-

dience for such stories (as seen in the 
popularity of  myth fiction as well)—
and social media goodwill to boot, pro-
vided the makers play their cards right. 
And yet, filmmakers have to walk a 
tightrope in this new world that places 
impossible, often irrational, expecta-
tions on art and artists.

The makers of  Adipurush (an up-
coming Hindi-Telugu adaptation of  
Ramayana) might have accepted the 
criticism of  the VFX in its original 
trailer to be warranted and as being 
fair game. When they addressed some 
of  the issues and released a new trailer 
with a background score punctuated by 
high-pitched choral screams of  ‘Jai 
Shri Ram’, they might have been for-
given for thinking that only effusive 
love would pour forth from then on. In 
a recent twist befitting social media, 
though, actor Kriti Sanon—who plays 

Sita in the film—was judged as an inap-
propriate fit for the character for hav-
ing played ‘glamorous’ roles in the past. 
Most well-meaning responses ques-
tioned the double standards by sharing 
some old film clips in which Prabhas 
(playing Rama in Adipurush) plays 
characters who don’t necessarily act in 
gentlemanly ways. Thankfully, these 
responses didn’t result in Prabhas be-
ing denounced for playing Ram.

Can you imagine if  self-anointed de-
fenders of  purity also unleashed their 
irrational wrath on male actors? Ak-
shay Kumar, who plays God in the up-
coming sequel, OMG 2, would be an 
easy target, given some of  his roles in 
the past. What if  these guardians of  
morality and art went back in time to 
criticise other actors who have played 
God? Amitabh Bachchan played God 15 
years ago in God Tussi Great Ho; San-
jay Dutt played Lord Yama in Vah! Life 
Ho Toh Aisi!—and that’s a bad god to 
get on the wrong side of. The examples 
across Indian cinema are far too many. 
Yet, this burden of  purity, perhaps in 
keeping with the functioning of  Indian 
society in general, is placed on only 
women actors.

Strangely, or perhaps not so strange-
ly, this indictment of  heroines who play 
deities has some precedence. Many 
years ago, Nayanthara, who played Sita 
in the Telugu film, Sri Rama Rajyam 
(2011), was also deemed an inappropri-
ate casting choice for reasons that had 
nothing to do with cinema and every-
thing to do with her personal choices. 
This film, incidentally, went on to do 
incredibly well, receiving, it would ap-
pear, the kind of  blessings some believ-

ers didn’t think were possible.  
The same actor played a goddess in 
Mookuthi Amman three years ago,  
and a stray voice or two on social  
media raised some opposition, which 
wasn’t  attractively incendiary  
enough to garner any momentum. 
Thank God for that.

When questions are raised about the 
character of  heroines who play gods, 
perhaps the best response, even if  well-
intended, isn’t to ask why similar ex-
acting standards don’t apply to heroes. 
This ends up almost as validation of  
the original criticism. The best straight-
forward response would be to demand 

the separation of  art from the private, 
unproblematic choices of  the artist. So 
powerful is the pressure of  ‘good be-
haviour’ on those working on devotion-
al films that the cast and crew often 
advertise choices not necessarily con-
nected to the making of  the film. Hero-
ines working on deity films have often 
spoken proudly about abstaining from 
non-vegetarian food during the shoot-
ing. We have had filmmakers talk about 

entire sets eating ‘pure’ food and think-
ing’ pure thoughts’ while making such 
films. A good thought experiment 
would be to consider the ridiculousness 
of  those playing evil roles—say Saif  Ali 
Khan playing Raavana—trying to emu-
late behaviour befitting their character 
in their life. Somehow, we can spot the 
ludicrousness and isolate a perform-
ance for public consumption from the 
performer’s private life.

Better questions can be asked when 
making such adaptations, not aimed at 
protecting God but at creating a better 
society for us humans. One easy ques-
tion would be, why are beautiful wom-
en from our myths always portrayed in 
our films as being fair to a fault? While 
there may be room for debate over Si-
ta’s descriptions, what about our depic-
tions of  Draupadi, clearly described as 
a dark-complexioned, beautiful wom-
an? Another useful question could con-
cern the rudimentary notions of  good 
and bad such adaptations proffer—es-
pecially when these go on to fuel real 
biases. While Tamil films like Raavan 
and Kaala have turned the convention-
al white-vs-black, good-vs-evil narra-
tive of  Ramayana on its head to great 
value, why does the larger, national in-
terpretation still feel rather monochro-
matic? What must the objective of  such 
adaptations be anyway? Should it be to 
inspire propaganda and fuel single-
minded devotion… or should it be to 
foster a greater understanding and tol-
erance for humanity in general? So 
long as simple questions are asked  
and simple problems raised, our  
cinema shall continue giving us  
simple answers.

T
he spirit of  royalty is loyal-
ty—honoured or betrayed. In 
the erstwhile princely state of  
Rajasthan, whose history is 
marked by intrigue, war and 
riveting romance, an electoral 
ambush happening in the de-

ceptive dunes of  democracy is a possi-
bility. Instead of  the chivalry that 
fueled the feudal warrior code of  yore, 
caste flies the flag of  power now. As the 
state gears up for polls, the battle lines 
are drawn not by ideology but by politi-
cal liege lords donning the crowns of  
caste and region. But the nature of  
court gossip has not changed, and spec-
ulations spice up election masala. More 
than the delivery record of  the Ashok 
Gehlot government, drawing room 
chatter and street corner scuttlebutt 
concerns whether Sachin Pilot will fi-
nally be the new Congress CM face and 
will BJP position Vasundhara Raje as 
the challenger to Gehlot or a younger 
substitute. 

However, in both camps, caste pre-
vails over merit. Both national parties 
have been holding secret parleys and 
public sit downs to revive their respec-
tive organisations and boost govern-
ment machinery. The Congress leads 
the news space. Former Deputy CM, 
the 45 year old Pilot, has been on the 
road to drum up support for himself  
first and his party later. His objective is 
to connect with grassroots workers and 
convert the Gehlot government’s infir-
mity in taking action against corrup-
tion in the previous Raje administra-

tion. But his real target is Gehlot. 
Sachin’s explanation to his party and 
his promoters is that he is merely ask-
ing the High Command to honour its 
earlier commitment of  declaring him 
the CM candidate before the elections. 
But they aren’t in an obliging mood. 
The big enchiladas feel that since age is 
on Sachin’s side, he can wait a bit more. 
They haven’t forgiven him for his 
aborted attempt to topple the state gov-
ernment by walking out with 19-odd 
MLAs, a move considered to be prompt-
ed by the BJP. But caste is the real cause 
behind the Congress flip flop. Gehlot 
has already broken a record by staying 
in power for three full terms: in 1998, 
2008 and 2018. He became chief  minis-
ter in 1998 when he was just 47—the 
first CM from a 
backward caste 
(malis) to break 
upper caste domi-
nation in Rajas-
than politics. The 
BJP government 
he trounced was 
then controlled by 
t h e  p o w e r f u l 
Thakur leader 
Bhairon Singh 
Shekhawat. Pilot’s 
play is to capture 
power on the dual 
basis of  caste and 
merit. He has both 
a degree and a pedigree. The son of  
former Union minister Rajesh Pilot, 
Sachin studied abroad. The Congress 
made him not just India’s youngest 
Central minister but also state party 
president. But unlike his father, who 
was a national player, Sachin chose the 
state arena plagued by caste and com-
munity contradictions. Rajesh was 
aware of  his limitations and eventually 
abjured state politics to become a lead-
er with prime ministerial possibilities. 
But Sachin deviated from his father’s 
playbook and chose Rajasthan as both 
his karma-bhumi and ran-bhumi. Un-
der his leadership as state president, 
the Congress won around 100 seats in 
2018 which put him in line to become 

the youngest CM of  Rajasthan. But 
Gehlot won the race and a by-election 
thanks to his wider acceptability 
among decision makers. Many  
Congress leaders feel that Sachin is bet-
ter qualified for a major national  
role than wasting his talent by confin-
ing himself  to a state. They speculate 
that his rapport with the younger Gan-
dhis could turbo his rise faster, and the 
time is ripe for geriatric leaders who 
occupy the CWC posts to be put to grass. 
However, while the Gandhis are con-
vinced that Sachin’s youth and clean 
image are assets, his liability is his 
caste—the Gujjar community, which 
doesn’t have even a double digit share 
in the state population. Sachin’s cardi-
nal mistake was to identify himself  

with them when 
he went to jail 
over seeking ST 
status for Gujjars. 
Historically there 
is no love lost be-
tween Gujjars, 
Jats and Thakurs. 
T hakurs  have 
gained at the cost 
of  Gujjars while 
t h e  J a t s  a r e  
still fighting to 
grab power. 

It is no coinci-
dence that Rajas-
than has never 

had a Gujjar or Jat as CM. Of  the 28 
interim or formal chief  ministers 
sworn in since Independence, 24 were 
from the Congress. The BJP had just 
two. Interestingly, the first interim 
Chief  Minister was a Brahmin. Subse-
quently, the Congress appointed three 
Brahmin CMs—Jai Narayan Vyas, 
Tika Ram Paliwal, Hari Dev Joshi—
whose rule, put together, lasted less 
than a decade. Significantly Nehru and 
Indira chose leaders from the insignifi-
cant Bania community to run the state 
in order to pacify feuding upper castes. 
Mohan Lal Sukhadia, a Jain, was CM 
for over 17 years, encompassing four 
terms. Experimenting with other 
castes like Dalits, Kayasth, and Mus-

lims didn’t work for long. In 2018, 
Gehlot, being Backward, was placed on 
the throne again. The BJP was restrict-
ed to the Thakurs or royalty. Only the 
canny Vasundhara, who shifted from 
her maternal state Madhya Pradesh to 
Rajasthan, could acquire the image of  
a sarva samaj leader because of   
her family relationship with both Guj-
jars and Jats.

The Congress has played safe by 
striking a caste balance, not allowing 
any dominant caste to dictate terms. Its 
hesitancy to install Sachin as CM stems 
from the reality that Gujjars have too 
many enemies among other communi-
ties. The party feels that Gehlot has mo-
bilised all backward sections behind 
him and marginalised the Thakurs us-
ing welfare schemes and public out-
reach. Targeted welfare schemes have 
given him the image of  Rahat Baba (Re-
lief  Baba). The High Command per-
ceives Gehlot as a stabiliser and unifier 
who can win the ballot again. However, 
it is also obvious that he could be re-
placed with a younger leader like 
Sachin; but only after the election has 
been won. The decision to retain Gehlot 
also stems from the fact that the BJP 
will deploy anti-incumbency rhetoric 
and promote Modi-backed caste leaders 
as alternatives. With Queen Bee Raje 
sidelined and sulking, the popular per-
ception about CM aspirants like Bhu-
pender Yadav (Ahir),  Ashwini 
Vaishnaw (both Brahmin and a Mar-
wari), Gajendra Singh Shekhawat 
(Thakur) and Om Birla (Bania) is as 
representatives of  their own castes; not 
leaders with the mojo and merit to lead 
the state. All of  them have been attend-
ing massive conclaves organised by 
their communities. Rajasthan is under-
going a social transformation wherein 
upper caste and elite caucuses are out 
of  the reckoning. The ironic level play-
ing field is Backwards vs Backwards. 
Both Gehlot and Sachin are part of  the 
new social chess game of  India. Who is 
the pawn or the king will be decided by 
the caste satraps of  a royal land where 
shatranj was a game of  royals, by roy-
als for royals.

Rajasthan Loyals is Ultimate Caste Game

Heroines working on deity films have often 
spoken proudly about abstaining from 

non-vegetarian food during the shooting. 
We have had filmmakers talk about entire 
sets eating ‘pure’ food and thinking ‘pure 

thoughts’ while making such films
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N i r a d  M u d u r

O 
n June 7, 2023, five days 
short of  her 59th birth-
day on June 12, the 
Dutch Research Coun-
cil (DRC), as if  like an 

advance birthday gift, an-
nounced the name of  India-
origin Joyeeta Gupta as a re-
cipient of  the prestigious 
Spinoza Prize, also called the 
‘Dutch Nobel Prize’. She is a 
Professor of  Environment 
and Development in the Glo-
bal South at the Amsterdam 
Institute for Social Science 
Research, University of  Am-
sterdam, and IHE Delft Insti-
tute for Water Education in 
Delft. She is also co-chair of  
the Earth Commission found-
ed by Future Earth and sup-
ported by the Global Chal-
lenges Foundation.

The Spinoza Prize, among 
the highest academic awards 
in the Netherlands, is be-
stowed annually on four re-
searchers. Gupta is chosen 
for the prize for her outstand-
ing, pioneering, and inspiring 
scientific work in which she 
focuses on a just and sustain-
able world. 

The Delhi-born Gupta has a 
varied academic background: 
schooling in Loreto Convent 
School in Delhi Cantonment 
and the Air Force Central 
School at Subroto Park; eco-
nomics at Del-
hi’s Lady Shri 
Ram College; a 
l aw  d e g r e e 
from Sir LA 
Shah Law Col-
lege in Ahmedabad; and Mas-
ter’s in Law at the Harvard 
University, USA, on the Inlaks 
fellowship in 1988. It had noth-
ing to do with climate 
change.

Her first brush with cli-
mate change came in 1989. 
She was on her second job in 
Amsterdam, at the Ministry 
of  Environment to help with 
developing climate policy. 
“(But) I knew nothing of  cli-
mate change. It was Pier Vel-
linga, head of  the climate 
group there who initiated me 
into the ins and outs of  cli-
mate change. When he left the 
ministry to lead an Environ-
mental Institute at the Vrije 
Universiteit, he invited me to 
join the university on a PhD 
project, and since then I have 
been working on climate 
change issues.”

The same year, by sheer co-
incidence, the IHE Institute 
for Water Education was look-
ing for someone to teach wa-
ter law. “I was the only candi-
date, and so water became the 
second area of  expertise that 
I have been working on.  It has 
been an interesting journey 
– hard work was central, but I 
met a lot of  key people along 
the way who helped shape my 
career,” Gupta says, also cred-
iting her husband Johannes 
van der Hoeven and son  
Zubin van der Hoeven for 

their support.
She plans to use the prize 

money to work on implement-
ing her ideas on sharing the 
eco-space (environmental uti-
lisation space) globally – an 
idea which would require a 
global environment constitu-
tion, aiming at protecting en-
vironmental conditions in an 
equitable manner worldwide 
using constitutional law to 
bring global environmental 
and developmental issues 
together.

The idea is this: Land and 
fresh water is limited, but can 
be shared with each other and 
with nature. Strategic miner-
als and metals are available 
in declining quantities. Phos-
phorus, essential for agricul-
ture, for instance, is limited 
and gets dissipated through 
improper use in our land and 
water. The disposal of  green-
house gas emissions into the 

atmosphere is 
causing the 
problem of  cli-
mate change 
and local air 
pollution. If  

nature is not looked at, prob-
lems are bound to occur.

Gupta gives an example: if  
pollinators die, as they are 
currently, who will pollinate 
our farms and gardens? 
“Thus there are limits to our 
resources and sinks (the ca-
pacity of  the Earth to deal 
with our wastes). This leads 
to challenges: first, such dam-
age to nature and the bio-geo-
physical domains leads to 
damage to human health and 
wellbeing; and second, it 
means we have to find new 
ways to share the limited eco 
space. If  we leave this eco 
space to the market, only the 
r i ch  c a n  a f fo rd  t h e s e 
resources.”

Therefore, the concept of  
eco space helps to understand 
local-to-global justice issues 
linked to taking on responsi-
bilities to live within limits, 
being accountable for the 
harm caused to others; and 
once these limits are recog-
nized, to share the space with 
each other. Gupta’s latest re-
search project, in May 2023, 
was ‘Earth System Bounda-
ries’, scientifically quantify-
ing safety and stability of  
people and the planet, respec-
tively. Her future work on eco 
space could be a game-chang-
er, bringing hope for our plan-
et vis-a-vis climate change 
and its impacts.

J O Y E E T a  G U P T A

HOPE RIDES ON 
THIS INDIA-ORIGIN 
SPINOZA awardee
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M AYA N K  S I N G H  @ New Delhi

Lack of  transparency and bu-
reaucratic apathy in calcula-
tion of  One Rank One Pension
(OROP) has embittered the re-
tired junior commissioned  
officers and personnel of  other 
ranks. Subedar Major Sukhdev 
Singh (Retd) says: “Out of  
`23,000-crore OROP fund, offic-
ers consume over 85 per cent 
and remaining by the other 
ranks – Sepoy and Havildars. 
We, junior commissioned offic-
ers, got nothing.”

Sukhdev is one among the 
soldiers from across the coun-
try protesting the anomalies in 
the pension scheme. They 
blame the officers for consum-
ing most of  the funds.

But Services – Army, Navy 
and Airforce – have no stake in 
deciding the pension things, ac-
cording to sources.

The Controller General of  
Defence Accounts (CGDA), 
Principal Controller of  Defence 
Accounts (PCDA Pension) and 
the Department of  Ex-Service-
men Welfare (DESW) in the  
defence ministry decide and 
calculate the pension amount 
for soldiers.

On the issue of  pension fixa-
tion, there is a tug of  war for 
data, which is several years old, 
between departments in the  

defence ministry as well as the 
defence Services.

“The data have been sought 
from the ministry since 2015-16, 
but still not provided to them. 
The Services headquarters 
wanted to know the methodol-
ogy adopted in the calculation 

of  OROP,” a source in the de-
fence establishment said.

Arrears of  approximately 
`23,638 crore, with effective 
from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 
2022, was calculated. It is ex-
pected to benefit more than 
25.13 lakh, including over 4.52 

lakh new beneficiaries, includ-
ing family pensioners.

The government implement-
ed OROP in 2015 and tables for 
fixation of  pension were issued 
in 2016 with a decision to re-
view it in every five years. In 
December 2022, the government 
approved the revision on the 
basis of  average mini-
mum and maximum 
pension of  defence 
forces retirees of  cal-
endar year 2018 in the 
same rank with same 
length of  service.

Opacity in arriving 
at the average OROP 
pension after the sec-
ond revision is anoth-
er issue which was 
highlighted  by  a 
source. There is anom-
aly at multiple levels, 
including clubbing of  
retired personnel with 
services varying be-
tween 15 and 18 years 
and giving the same 
pension. Data here is 
referred to the number of  
Havildars, Naib Subedars, Se-
poys and others who retired in 
the same rank and length of  
service and what is the maxi-
mum and minimum amount 
taken in its calculation.

“While the pension authori-
ties have clubbed the pensions 

for people serving between 15 
and 18 years, there exists prob-
lems for the soldiers granted 
Honorary Ranks,” said another 
source. “The OROP-2 can be 
seen as a perfect example of  bu-
reaucratic apathy and lethar-
gy,” said the second source as “ 
the Services having no role in 

deciding the pension 
amount yet they are 
facing the brunt of  
t h e  a g g r i e v e d 
pensioners”.

Since 2015, the In-
dian Army and its sis-
ter organisation -- In-
dian Air Force and 
Indian Navy, have 
been continuously 
flagging off  the issues 
to the ministry of  de-
fence for clarity on it. 
“No response has been 
provided yet.”

On being asked 
about its resolution, 
the sources added that 
the Services Head-
quarters thinks that 

transparency is the way ahead 
in removing the anomalies.

“We also want to know the 
basis of  formulation of  the ta-
ble that decides the pension.”

It is pertinent to mention 
that rank and length of  servic-
es are being considered for de-
ciding the pension amount. 

Opacity in OROP calculation angers veterans
Anomaly at many levels alleged after 2022 revision on the basis of average minimum and maximum pension in ’18

p r e e t h a  n a i r  @ New Delhi

Amid the row over the 22nd 
Law Commission’s recent  
recommendations to retain  
sedition laws and enhance  
punishment, a public consulta-
tion held by the 21st Law Com-
mission seems to have revealed 
that more than 90 per cent of  
public opinion was in favour of  
repealing the colonial-era 
legislation. 

However, this consultation 
paper or its suggestions are not 
available on the current Law 
Commission’s website.

A member of  the 21st Law 
Commission told this newspa-
per that the panel had pub-
lished a consultation paper in 
2018 and sought public views 
on the amendments to IPC Sec-
tion 124A from stakeholders, 
scholars, academicians, intel-
lectuals, the government and 
civil society members. 

The term of  the 21st Law 
Commission, headed by retired 
judge B S Chauhan, ended on 
August 31, 2018.

“The consultation paper on 
sedition laws was prepared af-
ter a painstaking effort for 
more than a year. There were 
public consultations and semi-
nars on these laws. We held de-
liberations with people from all 
walks of  life. We went to the 
public and tried to get the views 
of  people. Public opinion was 

against sedition during consul-
tations. More than 90 per cent 
of  the people wanted the sedi-
tion laws to go,” a member of  
the 21st law commission said 
on condition of  anonymity.

In its consultation paper, the 
21st Law panel said that irre-
sponsible exercise of  the right 
to free speech and expression 
cannot be termed seditious, 
and called for rethinking on the 
laws. It maintained that for 
merely expressing a thought 
that does not align with the pol-
icy of  the government of  the 
day, a person should not be 
charged under the law.

While the previous papers 
are not found on the website, 
the latest report of  the law pan-
el said that it has, “in its first 
meeting held on 17th January 

2023, discussed the issue of  us-
age of  the law of  sedition and 
was of  the considered view that 
it requires a detailed examina-
tion, keeping in mind the vari-
ous developments in the recent 
past … Looking into the urgen-
cy of  the matter, the commis-
sion has discussed this issue 
with various stakeholders and 
scholars and made detailed re-
search on the subject matter, 
finalising this report,” it said.

The 22nd Law Commission 
proposals, which were released 
recently, invited stringent criti-
cism from many quarters in-
cluding Opposition parties for 
allegedly making the laws more 
draconian to suppress dissent. 
In May last year, the Supreme 
Court put a hold on the opera-
tions of  the sedition law.

‘Public opinion in favour  
of repealing sedition law’ 

R a j e sh   K u m a r  Th  a k u r  @ New Delhi

T ela   n ga  na  G ove r n o r 
Tamilisai Soundararajan is set 
to be a part of  the ‘Garbha San-
skar’ launching ceremony on-
line on Sunday. 

Shaped in a religious ritual, 
the ‘Garbha Sanskar’ aims to 
motivate expectant mothers to 
read the Bhagavad Gita, and 
Ramayana and listen to 
bhajans, and Vedic hymns 
throughout their pregnancy pe-
riod. The belief  is that it would 
give birth to ‘sanskari (well-
cultured)’, ‘deshbhakat 
(patriotic), and ‘achhe-
b a c c h e ’  ( g o o d 
children).

The organization 
launching the unique 
drive is the Samvardha-
ni Nyas, a social outfit dedi-
cated to the all-round empower-
ment of  women. It is an affiliate 
body of  the Rashtra Sevika 
Sangh (RSS).

Pregnant women across the 
country will be encouraged to 
chant Vedic mantras and San-
skrit shlokas during the preg-
nancy, read good religious, pa-
triotic stories and remain calm 
and cheerful throughout the 
pregnancy period.  

Speaking to this newspaper 
on Saturday over the phone, 
Madhuri Marathe, organiza-
tional secretary of  Samvard-

hani Nyas, said three cases of  
mothers observing the Vedic 
rituals have been taken up as a 
part of  the ‘Garbha Sanskar’ 
initiative.

“We are sure to get good re-
sults soon. The observance of  
‘Garbha Sanskar’ can also help 
women in getting conceived,” 
she said.

She said expectant mothers 
and their family members will 
also be guided and helped un-
der this initiative on various 
aspects of  having a good child, 

including taking healthy 
food, and providing good 

s u r ro u n d i n g s  a n d 
atmosphere.

“As part of  the Gar-
bha Sanskar initiative, 
the Samvardhani Nyas 

has divided the country 
into five regions and in 

each of  these five regions, there 
will be a team of  10 doctors to 
carry on this initiative,” she 
said. 

Each doctor, associated with 
the Sanskar will be taking up 20 
cases of  pregnancy in their re-
spective regions, she said.

To make this initiative a pan-
India success and oversee it, a 
central committee of  eight 
members has been formed. The 
members are from Ayurveda, 
homeopathy and allopathic 
wings of  medical services, be-
sides some “subject experts.”  

K a v i ta  B a j e l i - D at t  @ New Delhi

Restricting protein intake 
among adult chronic kidney 
disease (CKD) patients, irre-
spective of  having diabetes or 
not, may not work for Indians, 
according to the latest study, 
which also claimed that a veg-
etarian diet is more effective 
than animal protein. 

Most guidelines for CKD 
management recommend pro-
tein restriction, which the 
study, published in Science Di-
rect, said is controversial.

The study aimed at reaching 
a “consensus on the topic, espe-
cially among Indian adults.”

Before recommending guide-
line-directed protein restric-
tion, assessing the nutritional 
status of  people with CKD is es-
sential, particularly in coun-
tries like India, where the aver-
age daily protein intake is poor, 
said the study’s findings.

“The prescribed diet, includ-
ing the quantity and quality of  
proteins, should be tailored to 
the person’s habits, tastes, and 
needs,” said the study.

The study concluded that low 
protein consumption across all 
sectors, regions and income 

groups in India must be fac-
tored in before routinely rec-
ommending a low-protein diet 
to all Indian adults with CKD.

“There is a close rela-
tionship between die-
tary protein intake and 
its effect on renal func-
tion. Evidence suggests 
that high protein in-
take causes deteriora-
tion of  renal function in 
people with CKD,” the report 
added. In India the prevalence 
of  CKD is very high, around  
13 % to 17 %.  Commonest cause 
of  developing CKD is hyperten-
sion and diabetes.

The study also concluded 

that a vegetarian diet could be 
a better option for such pa-
tients. Contrary to traditional 
belief, increasing evidence sup-

ports the safety and possi-
ble superiority of  a 
plant-based or vegetar-
ian diet over a diet 
based on animal pro-
teins for patients with 

CKD. “This is particu-
larly relevant for India, 

where almost half  the popula-
tion prefers a vegetarian diet or 
a predominantly a plant-based 
diet with very little animal pro-
tein,” said the study.

The study acknowledges a 
close relationship between di-

etary protein intake and its ef-
fect in renal function. “Evi-
dence suggests that high 
protein intake causes deterio-
ration of  renal function in peo-
ple with CKD.”

Dr Upal Sengupta, Nephrolo-
gist, Fortis, Kolkata, and one of  
the authors of  the study, said, 
“Protein restriction has been 
in vogue with variable amounts 
of  evidence that protein restric-
tion in some way is going to 
help prevent the progression of  
chronic kidney disease.”

A low-protein diet in adults 
with stages 3-5 CKD who are 
not on haemodialysis reduces 
the severity of  uremic symp-
toms, thereby delaying the ini-
tiation of  dialysis, he added.

Uremic symptoms happen 
due to kidney failure, nausea, 
loss of  appetite, and lethargy.

“In our scenario, we see a 
large number of  poor patients 
who don’t get a good amount of  
protein. Further restriction in 
protein will make them mal-
nourished and worsen their 
condition if  we start dialysis,” 
Sengupta said.

However, he cautioned that 
they certainly should not take 
Keto diet.

T’gana Guv to take part  
in ‘Garbha Sanskar’ for  
expectant mothers

Vegetarian diet better for kidney patients, says study

N a r e n d r a  S e t h i  @ Dehradun

The profession of  soldiers is 
the greatest of  all professions, 
Chief  of  Army Staff  General 
Manoj Pande said on Saturday. 
“It gives one a unique opportu-
nity to wear the uniform with 
selfless devotion and serve 
one’s motherland,” he said, 
while reviewing the passing 
out parade of  Gentleman Ca-
dets at the Indian Military 
Academy (IMA) in Dehradun.

“This is a career driven by a 
sense of  purpose and demands 
sacrifice from you beyond the 
call of  duty,” he said. A total of  
374 Gentleman Cadets of  152 
regular courses and 135 techni-
cal graduate courses, including 
42 Gentleman Cadets from sev-
en friendly countries, success-
fully passed out from the IMA.

In his address to the cadets, 
General Pande said, “Your re-
silience, determination and un-
wavering resolve in the years to 
come will be the foundation on 
which the Indian Army will 
continue to make the tricolour 

proud in all its endeavours.”
Appreciating the parents of  

the Gentleman Cadets, he said, 
“My congratulations to the 
proud parents and guardians 
for raising these wonderful 
people of  character, who are 
ready to be the guardians of  the 
strong value system main-
tained by the Indian Army to-
day. Your contribution and sup-
port are acknowledged, without 
which this achievement could 
not have been possible.”

Appreciating the efforts of  
the new officers, the general 
said, “It has been our shared vi-

sion to turn these young boys 
into combat leaders and today, 
we are seeing this happening in 
front of  us.”

The reviewing officer also 
presented the awards on this 
occasion. The Sword of  Honour 
was awarded to Academy Un-
der Officer Mihir Banerjee. 
Senior Under Officer Abhiman-
yu Singh bagged the gold medal 
for standing first in the Order 
of  Merit, while Mihir Banerjee 
bagged the silver medal and 
Battallion Under Officer 
Kamalpreet Singh was awarded 
the bronze.

Profession of soldiers greatest of all, 
says Army Chief at IMA parade

SORE POINTS
Lion’s share for officers 

Of Rs 23,000-crore OROP fund, 
officers consume over 85% and 

remaining by the other ranks – Sepoy 
and Havildars. Junior commissioned 
officers get nothing, said a subedar

 Elusive Data
On the pension fixation front, there is 

a tug of war for data which is several 
years old. The data have been sought 

from the ministry since 2015-16, but 
still not provided. The Services 

headquarters wanted to know the 
methodology adopted for the 

calculation of OROP.

 Honorary Ranks 
Authorities have clubbed the pensions for 
people serving between 15 and 18 years, but 
there exists problems for soldiers granted 
Honorary Ranks 

 Obscurity in calculation
Opacity in arriving at the average OROP 
after the second revision. There is anomaly 
at multiple levels, including clubbing of 
retired personnel with a service of between 
15 and 18 years and giving the same 
pension.

is the arrears calculated, with 
effective from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 
2022 was calculated. It is expected to 

benefit more than 25.13 lakh, 
including over 4.52 lakh new 

beneficiaries and armed forces 
pensioners/family pensioners.

`23,638 crore 

OROP-2 can be 
seen as a perfect 

example of 
bureaucratic 
apathy and 

lethargy,” said the 
second source as “ 

the Services 
having no role in 

deciding the 
pension amount 

yet they are facing 
the brunt of the 

aggrieved 
pensioners

Sources

  An irresponsible exercise 
of Right to Free Speech and 
Expression cannot be 
termed seditious 

  One should not be 
charged for merely 
expressing a thought that 
does not align with the 
policy of the govt of the day

  Need rethinking on the 
laws 

what Law commission says 

Gentleman cadets celebrate during passing out parade at IMA | PTI

Mallikarjun Kharge @kharge

PM, It took almost a month for you to send 
the Home Minister to Manipur. 8 days after 
Home Minister departure, violence continues 

Mansukh Mandaviya @mmandviya

How the Government delivers following the 
mantra of 4M:  Mindset Change, Mission Mode, 
Monitoring , Mass Participation

P Chidambaram @PChidambaram

Response of four BJP MPs to the Congress prez 
Kharge’s letter to the PM is another example 
of absolute intolerance of BJP to any criticism

Tweets
of the 

day
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N a m i t a  B a j p a i  @  Lucknow

Amid the decision of  opposi-
tion parties to pose a unified 
challenge to the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) in the 2024 
Lok Sabha elections, Samajwa-
di Party’s chief  strategist said 
that no strong opposition front 
is possible with Congress.

Speaking to media persons in 
Sitapur on Friday, SP’s Rajya 
Sabha member and party chief  
Akhilesh Yadav’s uncle, Ram 
Gopal Yadav said:  “Congress is 
the biggest party of  the opposi-
tion camp. A strong opposition 
front is not possible without 
Congress being a party of  it.”

Interestingly, Akhilesh, of  
late, has been advocating the ar-
rangement to give the leading 
role to regional parties in their 
respective domains. He has also 
hinted that SP might be fielding 
candidates in Congress’s first 
family’s pockeboroughs Amethi 
and Rae Bareli. As part of  an 
unwritten code, the party has 
not been contesting against the 
Gandhi family members in the 
past few elections. SP and Con-
gress also had an alliance in the 
2017 UP elections. 

“Congress’s win in Karnata-
ka has given it a heft to bargain 
for prime position in the oppo-
sition camp. Ram Gopal could 
be stating the obvious,” says a 
political commentator. “Also, 
while Akhilesh is known to be 
commenting on impulse, his 
uncle is more pragmatic. He 
has been his political advisor 
ever since Akhilesh became the 
chief  minister,” he adds.

SP poised to 
ally with Cong 
for LS polls

Uttar Pradesh

Ahmed Patel’s political 
legacy in trouble?
Political observers say a quarrel over 
the legacy of veteran Congress 
leader Ahmed Patel is on the 
horizon, with his son Faizal Patel and 
daughter Mumtaz Patel appearing 
to be growing apart politically. Faisal 
has not shied away from sharing a 
photo of himself with Gujarat BJP 
President CR Patil on social media. 
He has even stated that he had been 
in contact with Patil for several 
years. Mumtaz, on the other hand, 
has tweeted a selfie with former 
Congress president Rahul Gandhi. 
She has indicated that she would 
handle her father’s legacy, even 
before the Gujarat assembly polls.  

Shaktisinh Gohil new Guj 
Cong president
Shaktisinh Gohil has taken charge 
as the president of Gujarat 
Congress, in place of Jagdish Thakor 
who resigned following the party’s 
disappointing show in the recent 
assembly elections, where it won its 
lowest number of seats ever 
According to the grapevine, Gohil 
was appointed to the post as 
Congress ran out of options. Some 
party members maintained that 
since Gohil couldn’t make any 
substantial contributions in Bihar, 
Delhi or Haryana, there were 
discussions to remove him from 
those responsibilities, but the 
Congress High Command didn’t 
know where to shift him to. Hence, 
when Thakor resigned as Gujarat 
Congress president, Gohil was 
assigned the post.

BJP leaders make reels 
to woo young voters
The Gujarat BJP has decided to get 
a better grip on social media in a bid 
to woo its younger voters ahead of 
the Lok Sabha elections. The party 
has begun to engage with social 
media influencers and several party 
leaders have also begun to create 
reels and upload them on social 
media. The first meeting with social 
media influencers was held in a five-
star hotel in Ahmedabad, and was 
attended by Gujarat BJP state 
president CR Patil and Gujarat Chief 
Minister Bhupendra Patel. Following 
this, similar influencer gatherings 
are being hosted in different 
locations. However, the trend of BJP 
leaders creating reels and uploading 
it on social media has put some 
senior leaders in a quandary. 

E x p r e s s  N e w  Se  r v i c e  @  Srinagar

Justice N Kotiswar Singh, 
chief  justice of  High Court of  
Jammu & Kashmir and Lada-
kh, on Saturday inspected the 
Char-e-Shreef  court complex 
and interacted with the mem-
bers of  the bar on Saturday. 

The purpose of  the inspec-
tion was to ensure the smooth 
functioning of  the judicial in-
frastructure, identify areas for 
improvement, and address con-
cerns raised by the legal com-
munity. He emphasised the 
commitment of  the judiciary to 
provide fair and efficient jus-
tice to the people, ensuring the 
rule of  law. Justice Singh paid 
obeisance at the sacred Ziyarat-
e-Shreef  Sheikh Ul Aalam.

He inaugurated Legal Serv-
ices and Awareness Camp  on 
‘Welfare Schemes for Tribals’. 
organised by the District Legal 
Services Authority Budgam. 
Justice Tashi Rabstan, Judge 
of  the High Court of  J&K and 
Ladakh, and Shahid Iqbal 
Choudhary, Secretary to the 
Government of  J&K, were the 
Guests of  Honour.

e j a z  k a i s e r  @  Raipur

Top police officials from Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh and 
Chhattisgarh, along with rep-
resentatives of  the Central 
Armed Police Forces under the 
Ministry of  Home Affairs, met 
on Saturday to discuss ensur-
ing of  better interstate coordi-
nation, intelligence informa-
tion sharing along the border 
areas, and action on the supply 
network of  the outlawed outfit 
CPI (Maoist).

The Interstate Coordination 
meeting, chaired by Chhattis-
garh Director General of  Police 
Ashok Juneja, was held at the 
state police headquarters in 
Nava Raipur. The officials de-
vised an action plan to carry out 
joint operations in focused are-
as, ensure strategic gain in the 
regions lacking the presence of  
security forces, and to tackle 
other issues related to threat 
from the left-wing extremists.

The adjoining areas of  Telan-
gana, Andhra Pradesh and 
Chhattisgarh have a strong 
presence of  the Maoist rebels.

p r a n a b  m o n d a l  @  Kolkata

Bringing back memories of  
the last violence that took place 
during  the nomination sub-
mission in 2018, several inci-
dents of  alleged muscle flexing 
by the ruling TMC were report-
ed to the Kolkata headquarters 
of  opposition parties on Satur-
day, two days after the newly 
appointed state election com-
missioner announced Pancha-
yat polls to be held on July 8.

A Congress worker, Phool-
chand Sheikh (45) was alleged-
ly shot dead in Murshidabad on 
Friday night. Sheikh’s family 
members alleged that the as-
sassins were Trinamool Con-
gress supporters. Phoolchand 
defected to the Congress from 
the TMC after the Sagardighi 
by-election in which the grand 
old party secured victory. Po-
lice arrested seven persons, 
known as TMC workers, and in-
vestigating whether the deadly 
attack was linked to the upcom-
ing panchayat elections and the 
deceased had any possibility to 
contest in the rural polls.    

West Bengal governor C. V. 
Ananda Bose met state election 
commissioner Rajeeva Sinha, 
who was the former chief  sec-

retary of  the state, in the back-
drop of  oppositions’ allegation 
of  violence. “Panchayat elec-
tions will be conducted in free 
and fair manner at any cost. 
Violence will not be tolerated. 
All steps will be taken to ensure 
peaceful election,” said Bose.

The violence did not even 
spare government employee re-
sponsible for receiving nomina-
tions of  candidates. Bidyut 
Ghosh, an employee of  Bhang-
ar block development office, 
was allegedly assaulted by the 
ruling Trinamool Congress 
supporters for allowing a can-
didate of  Indian Secular Force 
(ISF), the outfit which was 
floated ahead of  the 2021 As-
sembly polls, to submit his 
nomination. 

In Domkol in Murshidabad, 
TMC leader Bashir Mollah was 
seen roaming with a pistol 
tucked in his waist.

R a j e s h  A s n a n i  @  Jaipur

In Rajasthan, all eyes are on 
Sachin Pilot’s programme in 
Dausa scheduled for Sunday. 
Speculation is rife that Pilot may 
make a big announcement about 
his future plan of  action on the 
death anniversary of  his father, 
late Rajesh Pilot, on June 11.

Experts had suggested that 
Pilot might leave the Congress 
and join either the BJP or the 
Aam Aadmi Party. Another 
group of  political analysts be-
lieve Pilot will form his own 
party and create a Third Front 
in the state, which will contest 
the upcoming elections. If  this 
happens, Sunday could mark a 
significant day for the politics 
in Rajasthan.

There is yet another group of  
experts who say Pilot is not 
leaving the Congress. They ar-
gue that he will stay in the par-
ty and wait for the right time. 
Their argument is supported 
by the fact that Pilot has not yet 
applied even for registration of  
any new party.

According to media reports, 
Praveen Kumar Gupta, the 
Chief  Electoral Officer (IAS) of  
Rajasthan, had stated that the 
Election Commission usually 

registers a party only after 3-4 
months of  the application. 
Election analysts suggest that 
forming a new party takes at 
least six to twelve months on 
ground after registration. In 
this situation with very little 
time left for the Rajasthan elec-
tions, establishing a new party 
in a few months would not be 
an easy task for Pilot.

The Congress high command 
doesn’t seem willing to let go of  
Pilot so easily. The Gurjar com-
munity, to which Pilot belongs, 
has a significant influence on 
many seats not only in Rajas-
than but in Uttar Pradesh, Har-
yana, and Gujarat too.

Additionally, Pilot has a dif-
ferent image among the youth. 
Congress state in-charge Su-
khjinder Singh Randhawa de-
scribed both CM Gehlot and 
Pilot as assets. 

Chief justice of 
J&K HC visits 
Char-e-Shreef 
court complex

Top cops in 3 
Naxal-hit states 
re-focus on 
joint strategy

Cong worker shot in run 
up to Bengal rural polls

All eyes on Sachin Pilot’s 
June 11 rally in Dausa

E x p r e s s  N e w s  Se  r v i c e  @  Bhopal

Five months ahead of  the as-
sembly polls in the BJP-ruled 
MP, opposition Congress’ tribal 
politicians are claiming that 
the Hindu deity Lord Hanuman 
was an Adivasi (tribal).

The statement has revived the 
memories of  a similar political 
controversy, triggered in the 
run-up to the 2018 assembly polls 
when UP CM Yogi Adityanath 
claimed at a poll rally in the 
then-BJP-ruled Rajasthan about 
Lord Hanuman being a “Dalit.” 
Yogi’s colleague Chaudhary Lak-
shami Narayan too had joined 
the chorus to claim that the Hin-
du god was actually a Jat.

The latest development 
which triggered Lord Hanu-
man caste-related row hap-
pened in Dhar district at a pub-
lic event to mark tribal freedom 
fighter Birsa Munda’s martyr-
dom day on Friday.

Addressing the event, the 
three-time MLA from Gand-

hwani-ST seat of  west MP’s 
Dhar district and former MP 
minister Umang Singhar said 
that Lord Hanuman was an 
Adivasi (tribal) and it wasn’t 
the monkey army, but instead 
the forest-dwelling adivasis 
(tribals) who had helped Lord 
Ram travel to Lanka.

“It was Adivasis who took 
Lord Ram to Lanka. Some peo-
ple wrote stories about Vanar 
Sena (monkey army) helping 
Lord Ram reach Lanka, but 
they weren’t monkeys, but in-
stead the forest-dwelling Adiva-

sis. Hanuman was also an adi-
vasi. We are his descendants. 
Be proud,” said Singhar, who is 
accused in a rape case.

Reacting sharply to Singhar’s 
public utterances, state BJP 
spokesperson Dr Hitesh Bajpai 
said: “The former minister’s 
statements are unfortunate and 
painful. Lord Hanuman is one 
of  the most worshipped Hindu 
gods and saying that he was an 
Adivasi (tribal) is demeaning 
the Hindus and the Hindu reli-
gious scriptures.”

On the one hand, state Con-
gress chief  Kamal Nath prides 
himself  as a Hanuman devotee 
and has installed his big idol. 
“Priyanka Gandhi Vadra will 
be in MP soon, I want the Con-
gress to apologize for Singhar’s 
statements and Kamal Nath 
should take strict action against 
his former cabinet colleague,” 
said Bajpai. Singhar isn’t the 
first Congress MLA in poll-
bound MP to claim that Lord 
Hanuman was a tribal. 

N a m i t a  B a j p a i  @  Lucknow

Sami Saud, a student of  compu-
ter engineering at Aligarh Mus-
lim University, took a year-and-
a-half  to work on a mobile ECG 
device which will reflect the 
condition of  heart on laptops 
or mobile phones  display, mak-
ing it easy for the patient to see 
and reach out to the cardiolo-
gist swiftly. Those suspected to 
have heart issues can carry it 
around with them.

It will help address issues 
like sudden cardiac arrest lead-
ing to demise of  the person 
within no time, as such cases 
have gone considerably up af-
ter the pandemic.

The finger-sized ECG device 
has been developed by Saud, a 
second year student of  M.Tech, 
after going through a complex 
research process under the 
guidance of  Prof  Sarosh Umar 
and Dr Muneeb Khan of  the 
computer engineering depart-
ment of  AMU.

According to Saud, he initial-
ly worked on a hardware for 

four months but failed to get 
the required results. He started 
working on another hardware 
again and finall, he was able to 
make a break through. “

Sharing the mode of  opera-
tion, Saud said that as the fin-
ger-sized device is placed at a 
point on the chest near the 
heart, it starts measuring the 
heart beats just like the ECG. 

“The device would then be con-
nected either to the laptop or 
mobile phone through blue 
tooth and generate pictures the 
pulse on the display. 

The device has a built-in ma-
chinery algorithm which can 
detect the abnormality in heart 
functioning and the report of   
it could be sent across to  
the cardiologist concerned  

through WhatsApp.
After removing the initial 

glitches and errors, the device 
was designed afresh. It was 
tested on the patients with car-
diac issues. The device was put 
to test on cardiology patients of  
AMU Medical college and gen-
eral public as well, said Saud. 
The device gave encouraging 
results, matching findings of  
ECG machines installed in hos-
pital. The device was tested for 
a period of  eight months. 

On what is the way forward, 
Saud says that for now, there 
was some refinement left to be 
done in the hardware to make 
it match the industry level. “Af-
ter completing those modali-
ties, we will go for its patenting 
by next month. Then we will 
collaborate with some tech 
company for its market produc-
tion,” says Saud.

Saud said that the initial cost 
incurred in making the device 
stood out to be around `12,000, 
which was a bit inflated but the 
market value would be around 
`4,000-`5,000.”

Ahead of MP polls, Lord Hanuman 
takes yet another avatar of a ‘tribal’

AMU student develops mobile ECG device

The device has an algorithm that can detect the abnormality in heart pulses and the 
report of it  could be sent to the cardiologist concerned through WhatsApp |  express

Rahul attacks India abroad 
over internal politics:  Shah
D i l i p  S i n g h  K s h a t r i y a  @ 
Ahmedabad

Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah has accused Rahul Gan-
dhi of  attacking India and de-
bating its internal politics 
while traveling abroad, advis-
ing the Congress leader to seek 
guidance from his forefathers. 
Shah was speaking at a rally in 
Siddhpur, Gujarat’s Patan dis-
trict on Saturday, to celebrate 
nine years of  the Modi 
government.

Shah said it is improper for a 
leader to disparage his or her 
own nation overseas. He advised 
Rahul to remember that the na-
tion’s citizens were watching 
him. The Home Minister was re-
ferring to Rahul’s recent trip to 
the US, where he criticized the 
Narendra Modi government.

“Any patriot should debate 
Indian politics within India,” 
he said. “It is inappropriate for 
the leader of  any political party 
to travel abroad to debate and 
criticize the country’s politics,” 
said Shah, adding “Remember, 
Rahul baba, that the entire 
country is watching you.”

“Rahul Baba is vacationing 
abroad to escape the summer 
heat. He continues to criticize 
the country there, I would ad-
vise Rahul Gandhi to learn 
from his forefathers,” said the 
Home Minister.

Rahul’s criticism of  the new 
Parliament building also drew 
flak from the Home Minister.

“You were opposed to the new 
Parliament building and the in-
stallation of  the ‘sengol’, a his-

torical scepter from Tamil 
Nadu. Jawaharlal Nehru was 
supposed to install the sacred 
sengol. If  Modi is doing it be-
cause Nehru did not, why are 
y o u  o p p o s i n g  i t ?  h e 
questioned.

Shah claimed that Congress 
leaders do not allow PM Modi 
to speak in Parliament and in-
stead oppose everything that 
the PM has begun in a new tra-
dition of  doing ‘development 
politics.’ Shah also hit out at 
Rahul over the Ram temple 
construction in Ayodhya and 

the repeal of  Article 370. “Lord 
Ram’s temple in Ayodhya was 
desecrated in the reign of  Ba-
bar, However, a grand temple of  
Lord Ram will be completed 
soon,” he stated.

Referring to former PM Man-
mohan Singh and Sonia Gan-
dhi, Shah said, “Comparing the 
10 years of  Manmohan-Sonia to 
the 10 years of  Modi in power, 
one will find that the years of  
the Congress-led government 
were marked by corruption, 
mismanagement, economic 
downfall, terrorism, and poor 
law and order situation.”

According to him, India has 
become a capable, secure, and 
socially responsible digital na-
tion during the last 10 years of  
the Modi government. Shah 
said the government strived to 
improve the lives of  Dalits, the 
underprivileged, and tribals by 
empowering them.

Home Minister says Cong leader should learn from his forefathers

Rahul Baba is vacationing abroad to 
escape the summer heat. He 

continues to criticize the country 
there. I would advise Rahul Gandhi to 

learn from his forefathers

Amit Shah, Union Home Minister

Priyanka to sound  
Cong poll bugle in 
MP on June 12
p r ee  t h a  n a i r  @  New Delhi

Amid talks of  a larger role for 
Congress general secretary Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra ahead of  
the 2024 elections, she will 
launch the Madhya Pradesh 
Assembly election campaign 
on Monday. Elections are due in 
November in the state.

Priyanka will kick start the 
poll campaign after performing 
Narmada Pujan on the banks 
of  Narmada, followed by a 
roadshow and public meeting. 
She is also expected to an-
nounce the party’s promise to 
give `1,500 monthly allowance 
to every woman in the state if  
it comes to power.

With Priyanka likely to be re-
lieved from the position as the 
Congress general secretary in 
charge of  Uttar Pradesh, the 
party is mulling assigning her 
as the star campaigner, espe-
cially in poll-bound states such 
as Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, 
Chhattisgarh, and Telangana. 
She will also be campaigning 
for the 2024 Lok Sabha elections 
next year.

While Priyanka was the star 
campaigner for the party in 
Himachal Pradesh, party lead-
ers say that she has success-
fully campaigned in Karnataka 
polls along with Rahul Gandhi 
and party president Mallikar-
jun Kharge. In Karnataka, Pri-
yanka attended more than  
20 rallies, which attracted  
huge crowds.

“Priyanka was a huge hit in 

Karnataka. The party wants 
her to focus more on upcoming 
crucial elections,” said a senior 
leader. Several leaders have 
credited Gandhi for the victory 
in Himachal Pradesh by chalk-
ing out poll promises of  welfare 
schemes for women, youth, and 
employees. 

The Congress won 40 seats in 
Himachal Pradesh, reducing 
BJP to 25 seats. Priyanka also 
held rallies in poll-bound Tel-
angana early last month, indi-
cating her increasing clout in 
the organisation.  She will also 
be inducted in the Congress 
Working Committee (CWC) 
which is expected to be an-
nounced soon.

The Congress had emerged 
as the single largest party in 
MP after the 2018 Assembly 
polls but its government led by 
Kamal Nath collapsed 15 
months later following a rebel-
lion by Jyotiraditya Scindia   
and over 20 MLAs loyal to him. 
The BJP returned to power.

Violence will not be 
tolerated: Guv
West Bengal governor C. V. 
Ananda Bose said “Panchayat 
elections will be conducted in free 
and fair manner. Violence will not 
be tolerated. All steps will be 
taken to ensure peaceful polls,”

Adivasis took Ram to 
Lanka: Singhar
“It was Adivasis who took Lord 
Ram to Lanka. Some people 
wrote stories about monkey army  
helping Lord Ram reach Lanka, 
but they weren’t monkeys, but 
the forest-dwelling Adivasis. 
Hanuman was also an adivasi. We 
are his descendants,” former MP 
minister Umang Singhar said.

Ahmedabad 
Diary

D i l i p  S i n g h  K s h a t r i y a
Our correspondent in Gujarat

dilipsingh@ 
newindianexpress.com

Union Minister Amit Shah at a public meeting in Patan, Gujarat on Saturday |  pti

Six-year-old Julie, a canine of the National Disaster Response Force, 
has been awarded with a commendation certificate for sniffing out 

and helping rescuers to save the life of a little girl buried under 
mounds of rubble in earthquake-hit Turkiye in February

o p e r a t i o n  d o s t

in class 10 & 12 exams given 
copter rides in c’garhtoppers

89
Ahmedabad	 38	 29
Bhopal	 41	 27
Jaipur	 40	 30
Amritsar	 41	 29
Chennai	 38	 30
Kolkata	 38	 29
Srinagar	 31	 22	

Mumbai	 35	 28
Panaji	 31	 28
Patna	 42	 31
Lucknow	 42	 31
Port Blair	 32	 28
Imphal	 28	 22
Chandigarh	 43	 28

india max maxmin min



vijayawada11

Beijing	 33	 18	 TDS
Colombo	 31	 26	 lc
Dhaka	 38	 28	 tds
Dubai	 38	 29	 SNY
Houston	 29	 22	 sny
Istanbul	 23	 17	 lc
London	 22	 9	 Lc

Los Angeles	 23	 15	 lc
Melbourne	 19	 9	 Hr
Moscow	 16	 9	 hr
New York	 21	 13	 lc
Singapore	 31	 27	 TDS
Toronto	 18	 14	 lc
Washington	 26	 12	 lc

Sunday 11l06l2023

 lr: light Rain  hr: heavy Rain  sW: snow  
 tds: thundershower  lc: light cloud  sny: sunny

Global
Weatherfive

killed in explosion at rocket and 
explosives factory in Turkiye

Counteroffensive has begun against russian forces: Ukrainian prez
kyiv

Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said on Satur-
day that counteroffensive were 

underway against Russian 
forces, asserting that his top 
commanders were in a “posi-
tive” mindset as their troops 
engaged in intense fighting 

along the front line.
The Ukrainian leader, at a 

Kyiv news conference respond-
ed to a question about Russian 
President Vladimir Putin’s 

comment a day earlier that 
Ukraine’s counteroffensive had 
started — and Ukrainian forces 
were taking “significant loss-
es.” Zelenskyy said that “the 

counteroffensive, defensive ac-
tions are taking place in 
Ukraine. I will not speak about 
which stage or phase they are 
in.” “I am in touch with our 

commanders of  different direc-
tions every day,” he added, cit-
ing the names of  5 of  Ukraine’s 
top military leaders. “Everyone 
is positive. Pass this on to 

Putin.”Meanwhile, Ukraine’s 
General Staff  said that “heavy 
battles” were ongoing, with 34 
clashes over the previous day 
in country’s industrial east.
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POWERGRID’s former Dir(Pers.) Dr. VK 
Singh appointed as CEO of PSSC
 Dr. V. K. Singh, former Director 
(Personnel) of Power Grid 
Corporation of India Limited 
(POWERGRID), has been 
appointed as Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of Power Sector 
Skill Council (PSSC). He is a 
highly decorated global 
business leader with nearly 38 
years of professional 
experience in the HR domain, 
handling various HR-gamut as 
IR, Learning & Development, 
Talent Acquisition, Talent 
Management, Employee Engagement etc. He was also the 
President of Maharatna HR Forum, which is a leading forum 
of HR Fraternity in the Indian Maharatna CPSE Sector 
focusing to collaborate, highlight, brainstorm and resolve 
macro-level sectorial issues of common concern amongst 
the Maharatnas.

World Environment Day observed at 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee Port, Kolkata
Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
Port, Kolkata, celebrated 
World Environment Day 
on 5th June 2023 at 
Mobile X - Ray container 
scanning yard at Kolkata 
Dock System by planting 
native species of the 
locality. The plantation 
programme was inaugurated by Shri Rathendra Raman, 
Chairman, SMP, Kolkata.  Shri Samrat Rahi, Dy 
Chairman(K) along with HODs, Dy. Commandent, CISF,  
Senior Officers and Employees were participated the 
programme. The theme of this year is “Beat Plastic 
Pollution”. Accordingly a plastic cleaning drive was also 
undertaken in the last week at Khidderpore Dock areas, 
where Chief Engineer along with and Officers of Civil 
Engineering Department were attended the programme. 
Dock basin cleaning was also undertaken by Marine 
Department.

GAIL (India) awarded ‘Best Natural Gas 
Pipeline Transportation Company of the 
Year Award’
GAIL (India) Limited has 
been awarded the 
prestigious ‘Best Natural Gas 
Pipeline Transportation 
Company of the Year Award’ 
and ‘Best Managed Project 
of the Year Award’ for the 
Vijaipur-Auraiya Pipeline 
Project at the Oil & Gas Awards 2022 in Delhi, by the 
Federation of Indian Petroleum Industry (FIPI).

G u r b i r  S i n g h 

n d i a n s  w o rk i n g 
abroad account for the 
highest remittances to 
their home country. 
Mexico is a distant sec-
ond. The Reserve Bank 
(RBI) is likely to release 

the balance of  payments data 
for FY2023 by the end of  June, 
and it is widely expected that 
that remittances made by Indi-
an workers will not only cross 
the $100 billion mark, but could 
even touch $110 billion. The 
projection to breach the $100 bn 
mark is based on World Bank’s 
November 2022 ‘Migration and 
Development Brief ’ which says 
for the first 9 months of  the cal-
endar year, Indians had repatri-
ated $81.6 billion. 

The World Bank report also 
showed Indian income earners 
withstood global headwinds far 
better than the rest of  the de-
veloping world. Compared to 
the 5% growth of  worker remit-
tances to low and middle in-
come countries for the first 9 
months of  2022, remittances by 
Indians working abroad shot 
up 12%. 

These remittances have 
played a crucial ‘balancing’ 
role for the economy. They have 
been a bulwark against the oil 
shocks of  1973, 1979 and 1990-91 
by cushioning foreign exchange 
reserves, and ensuring a debt 
servicing record free of  default. 
During the pandemic, when ex-
ports sank to the bottom, they 
covered the growing deficit. 
Workers’ remittances are the 
largest constituent of  current 
receipts after merchandise ex-
ports; and finance more than 
15% of  current payments since 
2001. 

The World Bank rightly notes 
that these remittances are vital 
tomaintaining and improving 
the quality of  life back home. 
“They alleviate poverty, im-
prove nutritional outcomes, 
and are associated with in-
creased birth weight and high-
er school enrollment rates for 
children in disadvantaged 
households.”

Changing expat profile
Researchers have document-

ed the changing character of  
expatriate Indians over the 
years. The first phase, begin-
ning in the early 1950s, was the 
outflow of  mainly those with 
technical skills and profession-
al expertise to the labour hun-
gry markets of  the UK, USA 

and Canada, and to a smaller 
extent, Western Europe and 
Australia. To the US, highly 
skilled workers made up as 
much as 57% of  the total out-
flow. The movement was slow 
and moderate. 

The second phase in compar-
ison was a stampede. The oil 
boom of  1973 and after created 
a surge of  economic activity in 
the oil-rich countries trigger-
inga flood of  job seekers. It was 
characterised by demand for 
low-to-intermediate skill con-
tent, and high turnover and 
burnout rates. Large numbers 
returned home after an average 
2-3 year stint. 

The third – the New Wave 
since the mid-1990s – is the shift 
back from low-grade skilled 
personnel to the rapid ‘brain 
drain’ from universities and 
technical institutions to serv-
ice the IT revolution in the ad-
vanced countries. Short term 
contracts that led to reverse mi-
gration we saw in the Gulf  Co-

operation Council (GCC) coun-
tries like Saudi Arabia was 
replaced by permanent migra-
tion of  a talented workforce 
that became permanently part 
of  the host countries. 

The changing profile of  the 
expat ensured a galloping 
growth in remittances. In 1990-
91, worker remittances to India 
were just $1.7 billion, but by 
2000-01, they had rapidly grown 
to over $11.5 billion. Over the 
next two decades, this has ex-
ploded 10-fold, and we are now 
poised to cross $100 billion for 
2022. 

Why the stampede? 
There’s flip side to this story. 

If  there are so many Indians 
moving abroad, and sending 
their earnings home, there 
must be some unhappiness and 
hurt; or is it unfulfilled aspira-
tion that is triggering such a 
large migration? It is a her-
culean effort to cut one’s um-
bilical cord with family and 

community, travel thousands 
of  miles and set up a profession 
and home from scratch. Why 
are so many doing it? 

The Union Ministry of  Ex-
ternal Affairs says there are 32 
million Indians of  various cat-
egories residing outside India, 
and overseas Indians comprise 
the world’s largest diaspora. 
Every year 2.5 million Indians 
migrate overseas, the highest 
annual number of  migrants in 
the world.

When we travel through Lon-
don’s Heathrow Airport, one 
cannot miss near retirement 
Punjabi women in their flow-
ing, Pathani salwars cleaning 
the floors and toilets. What are 
doing there, we’ve all won-
dered. Or, the thousands of  
young IT specialists who flood 
Microsoft’s HQ at Richmond – 
so many Telugu-speaking soft-
ware nerds that the campus 
magazine comes out in English, 
Spanish and Telugu!

Should we celebrate the 

achievement of  these expatri-
ates, or should we be con-
cerned? There’s something go-
ing wrong. At the bottom of  the 
pyramid, young men in small 
district towns without jobs are 
moving to the Gulf  as carpen-
ters and plumbers. Those with 
higher tech skills find their 
placements are not good 
enough, and long-term career 
prospects are better abroad. 

Global Wealth Migration Re-
view data showed that around 
7,000 Indian millionaires moved 
abroad permanently in 2020.
They perhaps found doing busi-
ness was easier abroad. MOEF 
data also shows nearly 9 lakh 
Indians have given up their citi-
zenship over the last 7 years 
since 2015. Many of  these fear 
political persecution. 

While we celebrate the 
breaching of  $100 billion mark 
in remittances, we should also 
see the red flag: Why are so 
many people looking for the 
good life on foreign shores? 

sourav roy

INDIAN OVERSEAS EARNINGS POUR 
IN, BUT THERE IS A RED FLAG

n e w s c o p e

IR a k e s h  K u m a r  @ New Delhi

India’s dream of  becoming a 
semiconductor hub is work in 
progress, with a long-winding 
road ahead of  it. 

It certainly didn’t make best 
of  start. Vedanta-Foxconn, 
which announced the ̀ 1.5 lakh 
crore semiconductor plant in 
Gujarat last year, was stymied 
by the government. It didn’t ap-
prove Vedanta-Foxconn’s ap-
plication to set up the semicon-
ductor fab (fabrication unit). 
Instead it asked the joint ven-
ture to reapply for the same.

Critics have raised doubts 
about India’s ambitious plans 
to become a semiconductor 
hub as the country has not 
made any significant progress 
in the industry, even after over 
a year-and-a-half  since an-
nouncing the PLI scheme. 

Why making semiconductor 
is important for India

This is certainly worrying 
for the country, considering 
that the Indian semiconductor 
market is projected to reach 
$80.3 billion by 2028 at a CAGR 
of  17%. In simple terms, if  the 
country fails to develop its 
semiconductor ecosystem, it 
will have to rely solely on im-
ports, which will increase its 
import bill.  Furthermore, it 
will make it difficult to achieve 
its target of  a $300 billion elec-
tronics manufacturing ecosys-
tem with $120 billion in ex-
ports by 2026.

Seizing the opportunity
India started considering se-

riously the development of  a 
semiconductor ecosystem only 
after Covid-19, when the entire 
industry was disrupted and 
production of  electronic items 
worldwide came to a halt due to 
the lockdown. Termed as the 
most vital part for any electron-
ic item, the shortage of  semi-
conductors created massive 
problems for the electronic 
manufacturing industries. This 
made the world rethink its de-
pendency on a single country, 
Taiwan, which manufactures 
90% of  the chips used world-
wide, for such a vital item. 

India saw it as an opportu-
nity to develop its semiconduc-
tor ecosystem, and in Decem-
ber 2021, it announced a ̀ 76,000 
crore Production-Linked In-
centive (PLI) scheme to invite 
major players to start semicon-
ductor manufacturing in the 
country. However, it is easier 
said than done, as nothing con-
crete has been done on the 
ground other than the an-
nouncements and tie-ups.

T i d i n g  ove r  t e e t h i n g 
troubles

Can India tide over the teeth-
ing problems, and create a sem-
iconductors manufacturing 
ecosystem? Experts and the 
government maintain it can. 

The government is confident 

it will make India a semicon-
ductor nation. Rajeev Chan-
drasekhar, Minister of  State for 
Electronics and Information 
Technology, said India is be-
coming a semiconductor na-
tion, which is not a small task. 
“It is a complex area. But in 
many areas of  semiconductors, 
we are making progress,” said 
the minister. He said the en-
tire GPS system will be 
powered by an Indian-
designed Navic chip, 
developed in partner-
ship with government 
and private sector start-
ups. “In packaging, soon 
there will be some proposals 
that are critical to the technol-
ogy space,”he added.

Do other stakeholders share 
the same confidence that Ra-
jeev Chandrashekhar exudes?

 As per Anurag Awasthi, vice-
president of  India Electronics 
and Semiconductor Associa-
tion (IESA), unlike other do-
mains, this space is capital and 
technology-intensive with low 
margins for failure. It is, there-
fore, perceived by most that it is 
taking time, but it is work in 
progress. “Any requirement 
stems from a need, need gives a 
purpose, purpose gives policy 
and policies drive processes,” 
said Awasthi. Satya Gupta, 
President, VLSI Society of  In-
dia, says semiconductor manu-
facturing is a long-haul game, 
and India is on the right track. 

“A lot of  ground-work has 
been done over the past 12-15 
months, in terms of  develop-
ment of  infrastructure and eco-
system, fine tuning the policy. 
Incentives for compound semi-
conductors, ATMP and legacy 
nodes have been increased to 
50%, future design initiatives 
have been launched, 8 semicon-
ductor product firms have been 
selected for funding, and most 
significantly, global marketing, 
policies, incentives and market 

possibilities by the govern-
ment,” said Gupta.

Semiconductors are the build-
ing blocks of  electronic devices. 
They are used to power an array 
of  devices, ranging from smart-
phones and cloud servers to 
modern cars, industrial auto-
mation, critical infrastructure 
and defence systems.  

However, producing it is 
an equally tedious proc-

ess as it requires many 
components and tech-
nicalities. India’s tryst 
with semiconductors 

started in late Decem-
ber 2021, when the Union 

Cabinet approved a PLI 
scheme with an outlay of  
`76,000 crore for this purpose. 

The scheme was modified on 
September 21, 2022, in which 
the government offered fiscal 
support of  50% of  project cost 
uniformly for semiconductor 
fabs across the technology 
nodes, as well as for compound 
semiconductors, packaging and 
other semiconductor facilities.

The government received 
only three applications from 
Vedanta-Foxconn JV, IGSS 
Ventures, and ISMC, a joint 
venture between UAE-based in-
vestment firm Next Orbit Ven-
tures and Israel-based Tower 
Semiconductor. No big names 
like Intel, TSMC, Samsung, 
Global Foundries, and Micron 
applied for these incentives. 

Gupta of  VLSI Society of  In-
dia said after the announce-
ment of  the semiconductor 
mission, a 45-day window was 
given to submit applications. 
For the global companies this 
is a relatively short period, 
they need at least six months to 
make a decision. “The an-
nouncement of  opening the 
window for applications till the 
end of  2024 is much-needed and 
a welcome move,” said Gupta.

Last week, the government 
invited fresh applications for 

setting up Semiconductor Fabs 
and Display Fabs, starting June 
1, 2023. Companies can apply for 
the scheme till December 2024. 
“Now, proper marketing for the 
mission is being done globally 
and companies have sufficient 
time to prepare to submit their 
applications, many global firms 
like Micron Technology for 
memory packaging are showing 
interest,” added Gupta. 

Awasthi of  IESA feels with 
the focus of  government in 
this sector and the present geo-
politics situation, a large 
number of  global players are 
viewing India as a favourable 
destination. A consultant ad-
vising one of  the companies 
looking for investing in India’s 
semiconductor ecosystem tells 
TNIE on the condition of  ano-
nymity that to succeed in de-
veloping itself  as a semicon-
ductor manufacturing hub, the 
government must ensure do-
mestic availability of  raw ma-
terials (such as silicon and ger-
manium), availability of   
large quantities of  pure water, 
a stable power supply, vibra-
tion resistant terrain, reliable 
logistics and proper waste 
disposal. 

Hence, apart from fiscal sup-
port from the government, In-
dia could also focus on few of  
these infrastructural areas to 
create a conducive environ-
ment for a semiconductor 
manufacturing ecosystem.

India’s semiconductor dream:  
A work in progress

Experts pin hope on country’s prospect of becoming semiconductor hub, critics raise doubts

EN  S  e c o n o m i c  b u r e a u  @ New Delhi

TVS Motor has fully acquired 
Swiss E-Mobility Group (Hold-
ing) AG (SEMG) after it bought 
out the residual 25% stake in 
the e-bike company for a sum of  
`176 crore. TVS Motor Company 
Limited had, through its Singa-
pore subsidiary, TVS Motor 
(Singapore) Pte Ltd, acquired 
75% stake in SEMG on January 
27, 2022.

In the latest deal announced 
on Saturday, the company ac-
quired 38,217 common equity 
shares of  SEMG at 517.36 Swiss 
Franc per share. The total con-
sideration of  the deal comes at 
about 19.77 million Swiss Franc 
or ̀ 176 crore. The shareholders 
agreement executed between 
TVS Singapore, minority share-
holders and SEMG, after the 
transaction on 27 January 2022 
provided the minority share-
holders with a put option right 
to sell their 25% balance stake 
in SEMG. The minority share-
holders exercised the Put Op-
tion on 17 May 2023 and accord-
ingly,  a  share purchase 
agreement was executed on 9 

June 2023 between TVS Singa-
pore and the minority share-
holders for the sale of  Sale 
Shares to TVS Singapore.

SEMG is a fully integrated e-
bike platform with its core busi-
ness consisting of  purchase and 
re-sale of  own branded e-bikes, 
third party branded e-bikes and 
spare parts via retail and online 
stores in Switzerland and Ger-
many. SEMG has a network of  
34 retail stores in Switzerland 
and 2 stores in Germany. 

M o n i k a  Ya d a v  @ New Delhi

The Ministry of  Finance and 
the Reserve Bank of  India (RBI) 
are on the same page when it 
comes to the growth out-
look for the current fis-
cal at 6.5%, Chief  eco-
n o m i c  a dv i s o r  V 
Anantha Nageswaran 
said on Saturday. 

Nageswaran said In-
dia’s economic growth mo-
mentum is strong enough to 
overcome external risk factors. 
“Both the ministry of  finance 
and the RBI are on the same 
page with the growth forecast 
for the current fiscal which is 
6.5% with risks evenly balanced. 

The domestic economic growth 
momentum is strong enough to 
overcome external risk factors,” 
Nageswaran said at an event or-
ganised by the Bharat Cham-

bers of  Commerce here.
Meanwhile, on the is-

sue of  risks posed be-
fore the country in view 
of  artificial intelligence 
and ChatGPT, the CEA 

said in the short term, it 
may not be a lose-lose prop-

osition as the companies can 
take on more number of  projects 
than before which can lead to 
employment generation. “How-
ever, in the long term, it may 
have implications for certain in-
dustries and jobs. So it is a mul-

ti-pronged, multi-year approach, 
we need to do to harness its ben-
efits and limit the negative im-
pacts it can have. We are aware 
of  these issues,” he added. Be-
sides this, Raman Chopra, joint 
secretary, Revenue Department 
of  finance ministry, said the gov-
ernment is monitoring compli-
ance issues coming in the way 
of  ease of  doing business. He 
added that despite tax cuts there 
has been a growth in revenue 
collection because of  voluntary 
compliance. “The government 
has been successful in revenue 
growth. Despite tax rates being 
reduced, revenue has increased 
which is due to voluntary com-
pliance,” Chopra said.

TVS Motor fully acquires 
Swiss E-Mobility Group 
after buying residual stake

Finance ministry, RBI on same page 
on 6.5% GDP growth for FY24: CEA

Unemployment rate 
falls to 7.7% in May 

MUMBAI: Unemployment rate 
in India fell to 7.7% in May due 
to a fall in labour participation 

at 441.9 million, as per data 
released by private economic 

think tank CMIE.
Unemployment rate in India 
among people aged 15 years 

and above fell to 7.7% in  
May 2023.  PTI

Vedanta Ltd wins bid 
for iron ore block in Goa 
New Delhi: Vedanta on 
Saturday said it has been 
declared as “preferred bidder” 
for an iron ore mine in Goa. Goa 
government had invited tenders 
to participate in auction for 
grant of mining lease in respect 
of iron ore mines in the state,  
it  said in a regulatory  
statement. PTI

E x p r e s s  r e a d

Govt revises 
semiconductor 
PLI scheme
e x p r e ss   n e w s  s e r v i c e 
@ New Delhi

The government on Saturday 
modified the semiconductor 
manufacturing schemes. Now, 
the approval for setting up of  
compound semiconductors 
and display fabs assembly and 
test units will be issued by the 
Union Cabinet on June 10, 
2023. The Cabinet will be the 
sole authority to grant approv-
al for applications under the 
PLI scheme.

Earlier, the approval for ap-
plications involving a value up 
to `100 crore used to be issued 
by the Ministry of  Electronics 
and IT (MeITY) and those 
above `100 crore were evalu-
ated by the Union Minister for 
Electronics and IT.

“Applications shall be ap-
praised and evaluated individ-
ually on an ongoing basis. The 
Ministry of  Electronics and 
Information Technology will 
place the applications for ap-
proval of  the Union Cabinet,” 
the notification stated.

Scheme for setting up Semiconductor Fabs
Fiscal support 
to eligible 
applicants:

  28nm or lower - Up to 
50% of the project cost

  Above 28 nm to 45nm - Up 
to 40% of the project cost

  Above 45 nm to 65nm - Up 
to 30% of the project cost 

Scheme for setting 
up of Display Fabs 
in India:
Scheme provides fiscal 
support of up to 50% of 
project cost, subject to a 
ceiling of `12,000 crore per 
Fab for setting up TFT LCD / 
AMOLED based display 
fabrication facilities in the 
country

Scheme for setting up of 
compound semiconductors, 
silicon photonics, sensors 
Fab and semiconductor 
assembly, testing, marking 
and packaging (ATMP) /
OSAT facilities in India: 

  Scheme provides fiscal 
support of 30% of the capital 
expenditure to eligible 
applicants

Design Linked 
Incentive (DLI) 
scheme offers 
financial 
incentives, design 
infrastructure 
support across 
stages of 
development and 
deployment of 
semiconductor 
design for 
integrated circuits 
(ICs), chipsets, 
system on chips 
(SoCs), systems & 
IP cores 

Scheme provides “product design linked incentive” 
up to 50% of eligible expenditure,  subject to ceiling 
of I15 cr per application and “deployment linked 
incentive” of 4%- 6% of net sales turnover over 5 yrs

on which Sri Lanka has lifted import restrictions 
with immediate effect, the country’s finance 
ministry announced on Saturday300 items
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Indian long jumper Murali Sreeshankar secured a creditable third place in 
the Paris Diamond League with a jump of 8.09m. Sreeshankar achieved his 
best jump of the day in his third attempt on Friday. Olympic champion 
Miltiadis Tentoglou of Greece and Simon Ehammer (Switzerland) finished 
ahead of Sreeshankar with jumps of 8.13m and 8.11m respectively.

Sreeshankar third in  
Paris Diamond League

S w a r o o p  S w a m i n a t h a n  @ London

FOR India, the World Test Championship final is a chance to 
bookend a fairly successful two-year campaign. After the assign-
ment against Australia, they get a month’s rest before the Tour 
of  West Indies, their first trip of  the next WTC cycle. 

For Australia, the WTC final comes at a curious time. At some 
level, it’s almost the undercard for their main event of  the Sum-
mer, an away Ashes. Sure, Pat Cummins, who has been the Test 
skipper for the majority of  this WTC cycle, will like to get his 
hands on the ICC title but the subtext for the majority of  the last 
10 days has been hard to miss.

Till Friday night, four Australians (Steve Smith twice, Travis 
Head, Pat Cummins and Mitchell Starc) have had press confer-
ences. Almost every question they have been asked links back to 
the Ashes in some way, shape or form.

If  it’s not about countering Bazball, it’s about deciding between 
picking Scott Boland or Josh Hazlewood, the ChatGPT answer to 
the pacer ideally suited to exploit English conditions. A day be-
fore the match, Cummins was asked about how he was viewing 
the final considering a few people — perhaps tongue-in-cheek — 
were referring to this as a ‘warm-up’ for the Ashes. To be fair to 
Cummins, he did say ‘this (the final) was an event in itself ’.

Starc, who has had an up and down Test so far, had to remind 
the Australian cricket press corps that the final was still up in the 
air after Friday’s third day. “There will be plenty of  discussions 
after this game (when asked about his plans for the Ashes),” he 
said. “First and foremost, we need to win a Test Championship 
and then we will focus on the England side with the next five 
Tests.” To another question on the venues he prefers in England, 
he once again had to speak about the Test at The Oval. “Based on 
the last time, not many,” he smiled. “We will wait and see, but we 
have got two days of  cricket here to focus on first. We will get onto 
the Ashes after that.”

Smith also sang from the same hymn sheet when he was asked 
on the subject. “We are all just looking forward to this week,” he 
said. “As I said before, it’s two years in the making, I suppose, of  
getting to the final of  the World Test Championships. So, you 
know, it’s a big week for us and India. So we’ll get through this 
and then we’ll focus after that.

Saying that, an away Ashes series win is perhaps right at the 
very top in the wishlist for cricketers from both nations. More so 
because of  the challenging nature of  winning a series away from 
home these days. Australia, for instance, haven’t won in England 
since the 2001 series. That wasn’t lost on Cummins. “After this 
Test, we kind of  start again... doesn’t get much bigger than an 
Ashes away series. There will be a winner after this game and 
you kind of  move on and start afresh.”The skipper, who hasn’t 
played much cricket coming into the final, was also asked on the 
lengths he may want to bowl and the potential of  playing all five 
Ashes Tests a day before the WTC final. “I think the way it’s set 
up (the schedule of  the five Tests) is pretty good,” he said. “You 
play two Tests, week off, two Tests, week off. So, yeah (plan to play 
all five Tests).” Having already won both white-ball World Cups, 
several members of  this group will love to get their hands on the 
mace. But irrespective of  whether they do it or not on Sunday, 
focus, as they have said, will move to the first Ashes Test at Edg-
baston beginning June 16.

S
HORTLY before tea on 
Saturday, the mood 
turned. As if  a batch of  
rain-bearing clouds 
had replaced blue-bird 
skies without any 
warning. In pursuit of  

history, India were motoring 
along. The crowd, a majority of  
them wearing blue, had settled 
in with their post-lunch beer 
mugs and accompaniments. On 
the field, the Australians were 
already forced into one ball 
change; the effect of  leaking 
five boundaries inside the first 
four overs. They did have 444 
runs to play with but Rohit 
Sharma and Shubman Gill had 
very quickly set the tempo. So, 
Pat Cummins removed himself  
and gave the replacement ball 
to Mitchell Starc.

Off  Starc’s second delivery, 
Sharma helped the short ball 
behind square for a six. That 
was the mood the two openers 
were in. Forget about playing 
for tea. With one over remain-
ing for the break, Scott Boland 
was entrusted with the task of  
trying to break the partnership. 
He did just that, inducing a false 
shot from Gill whose ill-advised 
waft away from the body found 
the outside edge.

What lit the blue torch paper, 
though, was what happened af-
terwards. The thick edge flew 
wide off  Cameron Green whose 
acrobatic one-handed grab was 
played over and over again on 
the big screens. While Gill stood 
his ground — as he was entitled 
to — the third umpire took his 
time, pouring over the finer de-
tails of  the catch from all angles 
available to him (with no soft 
signal to guide him, he was free 
to make his own decision, his 
own interpretation). While re-
plays were inconclusive to say 
the least, the umpire was of  the 
opinion that Green’s fingers 
were underneath the ball.

As soon as ‘Out’ flashed on 

the screen, the capacity crowd 
made their displeasure known. 
“Cheat, cheat, cheat,’ rained 
down the terraces as the teams 
made their off  for tea. Both bat-
ters reacted to the decision with 
an element of  disbelief; while 
Gill was shocked, Sharma 
screamed. After tea, the crowd 
had fully brought into the theo-
ry that Gill was robbed. When 
Green was brought into the at-
tack, they welcomed him with 
chants of  ‘cheat’. The wicket 
couldn’t have come at a worse 
time for the team.

They also lost the wickets of  
a well-set Sharma and an ag-
gressive Cheteshwar Pujara be-
fore close of  play but Sunday 
morning will dawn with the 
promise of  hope and history for 
a team aiming to win their first 
ICC title in a decade. It’s simple, 
really. They either have to bat 
the whole day to share the title 
or successfully chase down a 
target of  444. The record chase, 
as it stands, is 418 (West Indies 
against Australia). At stumps, 
India were 164/3.

All four results are still pos-
sible as the pitch seems to have 
lost that bit of  bite it had. There 
is still some sort of  uneven 

bounce but it isn’t as extreme as 
it was on the first few days. 
There is a lot of  rough outside 
the left-hander’s off-stump but 
India have only southpaw and 
Australia do not have a front-
line leg-spinner.

If  Sharma, Gill and, to a less-
er extent, Pujara (he got out 
while trying to ramp Cummins), 
set the tone with a positive 
mindset, Virat Kohli kept up the 
run-scoring. While Ajinkya Ra-

hane, who sustained a finger 
injury during his first essay, 
was a touch more cautious, In-
dia’s No. 4 looked at ease during 
his unbeaten xx. Some of  the 
shots he played was worth the 
admission fee alone. One shot, 
an off-drive off  Mitchell Starc 
just as the shadows were begin-
ning to lengthen across the 
ground, will be a part of  the 
highlights reel.

The one unmistakable aspect 
of  India’s chase on Saturday 
was the way they had paced 
their innings. They scored a 
high percentage of  their runs in 
boundaries (102 out of  163) and 
played out only two maidens 
across 40 overs. 

Of  course, it won’t be easy on 
Sunday. Chasing history — 
climbing Everest — is hard 
work. Late in the day, Lyon 
found Rahane’s outside edge 
but Alex Carey couldn’t hold on. 
Can India hold on? They have 
flirted with the idea of  winning 
several global titles in the re-
cent past. Yet they have found 
themselves short when it really 
mattered. A final here against 
Pakistan. A semifinal there 
against England. Knockout 
bouts against New Zealand. 

WTC a test before big 
summer for Australia

india Dig in before final launch
Swaroop 

swaminathan
Express @  WTC Final
LONDON

SCOREBOARD: Australia 1st 
Innings: 469; India 1st Innings: 296; 
Australia 2nd Innings (o/n 123/4) 
Labuschagne c Pujara b Umesh 41, 
Green b Jadeja 25, Carey (not out) 66, 
Starc c Kohli b Shami  41, Cummins c 
(sub) Axar b Shami  5, Extras: (B-9, 
LB-9, W-6, NB-2) 26; Total: (for 8 
wickets in 84.3 ovs) 270; FoW: 5-124, 
6-167, 7-260, 8-270; Bowling: Shami 
16.3-6-39-2, Siraj 20-2-80-1, Thakur 8-1-
21-0, Yadav 17-1-54-2, Jadeja 23-4-58-3. 
India 2nd Innings: Sharma lbw Lyon 
43, Gill c Green b Boland  18; Pujara c 
Carey b Cummins 27, Kohli (batting) 44, 
Rahane (batting) 20; Extras (NB-5, 
LB-1, W-6) 12; Total (for three wickets 
after 40 ovs) 164; FoW: 1-41, 2-92, 
3-93; Bowling: Cummins  9-0-42-1, 
Boland 11-1-38-1, Starc 7-0-45-0, Green 
2-0-6-0, Lyon 11-1-32-1.

Virat Kohli  (left) and Ajinkya Rahane put on an unbeaten partnership of 71 runs to give India hope going into final day |  afp Tickets in black 
go for plenty
AS soon as you exit the Oval 
metro station and make your 
way on to Harleyford Street, 
you won’t miss the couple of 
folks selling tickets for the 
WTC final. They have been 
ever present right through 
the Test and made their 
presence felt on Saturday. 
“Are you looking for a pair of 
tickets? Yours for 160 
pounds,” one of the resellers 
told a couple of Indians who 
had travelled from Mumbai 
and Chennai. The offer came 
with a catch. “If you go to the 
Stadium and come back to 
get these tickets, they will 
end up costing 240 pounds.” 
The fans didn’t take them up 
on the offer.

Fans serenading 
cricketers 
outside stadium
The public are, at times, put 
through the proverbial 
wringer in India. Here, not so 
much. The main roads are 
not closed for traffic, 
vehicular movement isn’t 
affected. In fact, they are 
allowed to stand right next 
to the area where players of 
both teams are dropped on 
matchdays. Around 9.00 AM, 
fans have been assembling 
to a dedicated area with 
their mobiles at the ready to 
get a few videos for 
posterity. Unsurprisingly the 
likes of Virat Kohli has 
gotten the most cheer.

Swiatek crowned 
champion in Paris
a g e n c i e s  @ Paris

Iga Swiatek built a big lead 
in the French Open final, then 
overcame a second-set crisis 
of  confidence and a third-set 
deficit before righting herself  
and defeating Karolina Mu-
chova 6-2, 5-7, 6-4 on Saturday 
to collect her third champion-
ship at Roland Garros and 
fourth Grand Slam title.

The No. 1-ranked Swiatek 
raced to a 3-0 lead after just 10 
minutes in Court Philippe 
Chatrier — taking 12 of  the 
initial 15 points — and then 
was ahead 3-0 in the second 
set, too, before Muchova made 
things more intriguing.

With Swiatek looking out of  
sorts and seeking advice from 
her coach between points, 
Muchova grabbed five of  six 
games on the way to pulling 
even at a set apiece. Muchova 
carried that momentum  
into the deciding set, going 
ahead 2-0.

That’s when Swiatek re-

turned to her usual brand of  
crisp, clean tennis, scurrying 
around the red clay with sub-
lime defense and taking ad-
vantage of  Muchova’s repeat-
ed mistakes. Still, Swiatek 
again found herself  behind by 
a break at 4-3 in the third  
set before grabbing the last 
three games.

 Iga Swiatek holds the trophy after winning the women’s singles final |  ap

Australia will  be involved in Ashes series soon after the match against India |  ap

Chasing a mammoth target, Kohli and Rahane keep team alive despite losing wickets against run of play on Day 4

E x p r e ss   READ  

Neeraj pulls out of 
Paavo Nurmi Games 
New Delhi: Recovering from a 
muscle strain he had sustained 
last month, star Indian javelin 
thrower Neeraj Chopra has 
pulled out of the prestigious 
Paavo Nurmi Games to be held 
on June 13 at Turku in Finland. 
The event organisers revealed 
that the Olympic champion 
Indian has informed them 
about the “cancellation” of his 
participation in the World 
Athletics Continental Tour  
gold level event due to 
“health” issues.

Chennaiyin FC part 
ways with head coach 
Chennai: Chennaiyin FC’s 
head coach Thomas Brdaric 
has parted ways with the 
Indian Super League team 
following the conclusion of the 
2022-2023 season, the club 
announced on Saturday. The 
club will make a decision on 
their next head coach shortly, 
the release said. Brdaric was at 
the helm of the first team for 
28 games, winning 10, drawing 
eight and losing 10. Over this 
period, the team scored 53 
goals and conceded 52.

Asia Cup: India finish 
with 6 silver & 1 bronze 
Singapore: Indian archers 
crumbled under pressure 
against the mighty Koreans 
and Chinese to lose all their six 
summit clashes to conclude 
their Asia Cup Stage 3 
campaign in fifth spot, here on 
Saturday. India ended up with 
seven medals — six silver and 
one bronze. Korea accounted 
for four gold, one silver and 
two bronze medals to top the 
medal standings. China 
finished second.

Kipyegon & Girma star in night of WRs
A g e n c i e s  @ Paris

Kenyan Faith Kipyegon made 
it two world records in a week 
after delivering a masterclass 
in the women’s 5,000m at the 
Paris Diamond League meet-
ing on Friday while Ethiopia’s 
Lamecha Girma smashed the 
19-year-old record in the men’s 
3,000m steeplechase.

Kipyegon headlined a stellar 
night of  track and field at the 
Stade Charlety that also saw 
Norway’s Jakob Ingebrigtsen 
set a new world record in the 
rarely-run 2 miles event.

Kipyegon showed her trade-
mark kick to the line in the 
5,000m to win in 14min 05.20sec, 
slicing a full second and a half  
off  the previous best of  14:06.62 

set by Ethiopia’s Letesenbet 
Gidey, the world 10,000m 
champion.

There were further outstand-
ing performances from Keely 
Hodgkinson, the world and Ol-

ympic silver medallist from 
Britain who set the 10th fastest 
time ever in dominating the 
women’s 800m in 1min 55.77sec, 
while American Grant Hollo-
way showed promising early-

season form in winning the 
110m hurdles in 12.98sec.

It was, however, Kipyegon 
who stole the show just seven 
days after shattering the wom-
en’s world record in the 1500m 
in Florence. “No, I did not think 
about the world record, I do not 
know how I made it,” said Kipy-
egon, who burst into tears after 
crossing the line.

“I just focussed on the green 
light and tried to stay relaxed 
and enjoy the race.”

Not to be outdone, Girma, 
twice a silver medallist at the 
world championships and once 
at the Olympics, clocked 7:52.11, 
shattering the previous best of  
7:53.63 set by Kenyan-born Qa-
tari Saif  Saaeed Shaheen in 
Brussels in 2004.

Ethiopia’s Lamecha Girma competes in the men’s 3000m steeplechase event during 
the IAAF Diamond League “Meeting de Paris” in Paris |  afp

Milestones await
The 36-year-old Serb can set numerous 

landmarks in what will be his seventh 
championship match at Roland Garros. As 
well as breaking the 22-Slam tie he shares 

with Rafael Nadal, he can become both the 
tournament’s oldest champion and the only 

man to win all four 
majors on at least 

three occasions. 
Playing his 34th 

major final, he 
can also return 

to the World No 
1 ranking with 

victory over 
Ruud, who swept 

past (6-3, 6-4, 
6-0) Alexander 

Zverev late on Friday. 

Up against another clay master 
Despite Ruud’s desperately poor record 

against Djokovic, he can point to his 
prowess on clay. Since 2020, he has the 
most wins on the surface with 87, most 

finals with 12 and nine titles. On 
Sunday, the World No 4 will attempt 

to make sure that all the pressure sits 
squarely on the shoulders of Djokovic. 

Ruud, runner-up to Rafael Nadal 
in the 2022 final before also 

losing the championship 
match at the US Open to 

Alcaraz, has never 
defeated Djokovic in 

four meetings and has 
yet to win a set. If that 

wasn’t intimidating 
enough, just the 

presence of Djokovic 
on the other side of 

the net presents 
another challenge. 

Nole vs the world
There is always an element of ‘me against the 
rest of the world’ when the Serb plays. As 
Djokovic cruised to victory in Friday’s semifinal, 
winning 10 of the last 11 games against as ailing Carlos 
Alcaraz, he was booed for fist-pumping as victory 
closed in. However, he is so used to being the 
pantomime villain of the sport, that it’s become an 
inspiration. “I don’t mind. It’s not the first; probably 
not the last. I’ll just keep winning,” he warned.

The only thing I can 
say is that I’m very 
focussed. History is 
always something 
that’s hovering over 
me  — Novak Djokovic

It’s going to be tough. Last 
year was against Rafa, this 

year against Novak so what 
do you say? Hopefully third 

time will be the charm  
for me  — Casper Ruud

Head-to-head:  The fourth-ranked Ruud has never won a set against 
Djokovic in four meetings, although this will be their first match-up at a major.

Can Ruud cross final hurdle?

Super Sunday:  
The Grand finale 
Novak Djokovic faces Casper Ruud in his  
seventh final at Roland Garros. A look...

Live on Sony 
Sports 

Network  
@ 6.30 PM

Path to title
1st rd: bt Cristina Bucsa 
(ESP) 6-4, 6-0

2nd rd: bt Claire Liu (USA) 
6-4, 6-0

3rd rd: bt Wang Xinyu 
(CHN) 6-0, 6-0

4th rd: bt Lesia Tsurenko 
(UKR) 5-1 - retired

QF: bt Coco Gauff (USA x6) 
6-4, 6-2

SF: bt Beatriz Haddad Maia 
(BRA x14) 6-2, 7-6 (7)

Final: bt Karolina Muchova 
(CZE) 6-2, 5-7, 6-4

33.2.1 A catch will be fair only if, in every case 
either the ball, at any time or any fielder in 
contact with the ball, is not grounded beyond 
the boundary before the catch is completed. 
33.2.2 Furthermore, a catch will be fair if any 
of the following conditions applies: 

33.2.2.1 the ball is held in the hand or 
hands of a fielder, even if the hand holding 
the ball is touching the ground, or is hugged 
to the body, or lodges in the external 
protective equipment worn by a fielder, or 
lodges accidentally in a fielder’s clothing.

33.2.2.2 a fielder catches the 
ball after it has been lawfully 
struck more than once by the 
striker, but only if it has not been 
grounded since it was first struck. 
See clause 34 (Hit the ball twice). 

I think I caught it. In the 
heat of the moment, I 
thought it was clean. And 
the third umpire agreed 
with me — Cameroon Green

He (third umpire) could have 
taken some more time. This is 
WTC Final, not a normal match. 
He could have zoomed in... but it’s 
all part of the game  — Md Shami

Now, this batch of  players are in 
the unique position of  compos-
ing a victory song that will stand 
the test of  history.

As the fans dispersed, their 
moods had turned again. A re-
minder that there’s a golden sky 
at the end of  a storm. As far as 
India is concerned, will the sky 
be golden on Sunday? The ride 
could be exhilarating.

gill catch 
— WTC final   

playing 
condition 
rules say 
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA,  
MINISTRY OF CORPORATE AFFAIRS

O/o, THE OFFICIAL LIquIdATOr, HIgH COurT, mAdrAs
“Corporate Bhavan” 2nd Floor, No. 29, Rajaji Salai, Chennai-600001. 

Telephone No: 044-25271149/25271151/25271152  
Website: www.mca.gov.in, Email : olmadras@gmail.com

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUDICATURE 
AT MADRAS

(ORIGINAL JURISDICTION)
In the matter of the Companies Act, 1956 

And 
In the matter of m/s Achievers Agri India Private Limited

(in Provisional Liquidation) 
Company Application No. 57 of 2020

In
Company Petition No. 54 of 2015

SALE NOTICE
In pursuance of the orders of the Hon‘ble High Court, Madras dated 
02.06.2023 made in C.A.No. 57 of 2020 in C.P. No. 54 of 2015, sealed 
tenders are invited from the intending purchasers by the Undersigned for 
the purchase of the  Stone Crusher Unit at Rayakottai belonging to  M/s. 
Achievers Agri India Private Limited (in Provisional Liquidation) situated 
at the places more fully described in the schedule annexed herein on “As 
is Where is and Whatever there is condition and no warranty on title”.

DETAILS OF THE IMMOVABLE PROPERTY :

Description of 
the property

Location of the 
property

Extent of land 
(in acres) / 

built-up area

Upset 
price in 

Rs.
Immovable and 
movable assets 
of Stone Crusher 
Unit including 
Machinery and 
Other Movable 

items and Building

SF Nos. 157/1A, 1B, 
1C, 1D, 162/1, 188/3 
& 189/9, Thimjepalli 

Village, Denkanikottai 
Taluk, Rayakopttai, 

Krishnagiri, 
District-635116

11.93 Acres / 
1417 Sq.Ft.

2.70 
Crores

Date and time of inspection of the site : 19.06.2023, 11.00 am to 
4.00 pm

EMD (10% of the Upset price) : Rs. 27 Lakhs
Last date for purchase of Tender Form : 26.06.2023
Last date for submission of Tenders : 27.06.2023
Date of opening of Tenders and Auction : 30.06.2023 @ 2.15 p.m.
The details of landed property and movables are available at www.mca.gov.in
Regarding the details of the properties and inspection of available 
documents, Office of the Official Liquidator may be contacted at No.29, 
Rajaji Salai, Corporate Bhavan, II Floor, Chennai 600 001, Office Phone 
No. 044-2527 1149, 2527 1151 on all working days between 11.00 am 
and 4.00 pm and aIso during the date of inspection specified for the 
property as mentioned above.
Tender Forms and Terms & Conditions and other details of the property 
indicating the Survey Nos, Cost of Land etc.,  are available at the above 
mentioned Office on payment of Rs. 1,500/- by Cash (Non refundable / 
Not adjustable). 
Tender form for all the properties (Immovable and  Movable) along  
with EMD of 10% of the Upset price by way of DD / Pay order drawn in 
favour of ‘‘The Official Liquidator, High Court, Madras’’ payable at 
Chennai shall be submitted directly to the O/o The Official Liquidator,  
High Court, Madras-600001 on or before 27.06.2023 during office 
hours before 4.30 p.m.
Sealed tenders will be opened before the Hon’ble High Court, Madras on 
30.06.2023 at 2.15 p.m. and the tenderers who remains present will be 
permitted to increase their offer in the open auction. The sale is subject to 
confirmation of the Hon’ble High court, Madras.
DATED AT CHENNAI THIS THE  8th DAY OF JUNE 2023.

Sd/-
KEERTHI THEJ.N, ICLS  

OFFICIAL LIQUIDATOR (I/C), HIGH COURT, MADRAS
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